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=..   *  *      ,,   t  mnt    to    thank   the   Editor   of  the   INTERNET  for  giving  me    the   opportunity   to 

sometimes   —  hopefully  even  ^uggesLiuu*  nafJciotr*r     and    I    will    do   my   very  best    to 

that    this    is    a    new   dimension    of  your   powerful    newsletter,    and    1    will    go   my  y 

iroan  up  your  standard . 

It  is    my   hope    that    ty    learning    through  my   column   how   it   ^PP^to  me L'*  ^^g^g 
,  who    fell    victims    to   Nazism,    the   world  may    learn    how    tc  avc.c   or  as    no, 

ds   —   how  to   face  another  catastrophe. 


A 


[W  FORM  OF 


L  I  T  [     U  R  E  " 


For  many  years.      ars  have  watched  with  apprehen- 
sivene;  s      spair  the  many  pamphlets  and  books 
written  even  by  scholars  and  academicians  all  over  the 
worlc  that  seek  to  whitewash  Hitier  and  condone  the 
dreadful  deeds  of  the  Nazi  regime.   Some  of  us  thought 
itTwas-a-pflssing  phenomenon,  while  others  thought  that 
.those  of  us  who  Wanted  to  fight  this  trend  openly  and 
lctT7e"ry  were  wrong  for  giving  them  too  much  attention. 
In  later  columns  I  will  come  back  to  this  topic. 

When  I  would  complain  about  this  kind  of  "literature," 
a  very  dear  friend  of  mine  in  New  York  always  comforted 
me  by  saying,  "Just  wait  a  little  bit  longer,  we  will 
still  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  victimizers  will 
start  telling  unashamedly  their  stories  'and  the  world 
will  believe  them  what  they  did  not  believe  us!"  And 
so  it  has  happened  indeed.  In  recent  years,  more  and 
more  books  are  published  in  which  the  victimizers' 
state  what  the  appeasers  of  Nazism  had  tried  to 
belittle  or  even  to  deny.  In  later  columns  I  will 
discuss  and  review  many  of  these  books. 

But  there  is  a  third  movement  which  has  developed  in 
the  meantime.  There  is  also  a  new  breed  of  some  young 
German  journalists  who  really  want  to  find  out  the 
truth.  For  these  journalists  the  truth  means  more  than 
cheap  condonation  and/or  denial  of  gruesome  facts. 

Today,  I  would  like  to  acquaint  readers  with  one  of 
these  "new  men."  GUNTHER  SCHWARBERG,  who  was  a  child 
when  Hitler  came  to  power,  and  by  the  end  of  the  war  he 
was  a  marine  who  hated  his  uniform  and  the  swastika. 


fts  a  journalist  he  attended  the  MAJDANEK  TRIAL;  he 
wrote  about  "the  greatest  snip  cisaster."  not  the:  ol 
the  Titanic,  but  the  bombardment  of  ships  carrying 
concentration  cemes  inmates  in  the  Bay  of  Lubeck.  May 
3.  1945,  leaving  7,500  cead. 

In  his  book  The  Murderer's  Washing  Machine1  he  contends 
that  after  WW  II  all  those  who  needed  to  be 
"whitwashed"  were  put  into  a  giant  washing  machine  with 
enough  juridical  powder  which  forced  "blood  out  and 
white  in."   Into  the  machine  went  the  murderers  and  out 
came  starched  white  vests  which  can  be  seen  on  many 
politicians  after  many,  many  years.   To  witness:  from 
94  756  proceedings  against  Nazi  criminals  since  the  end 
of'the  war,  only  6.482  criminals  were  convicted. 

In  the  book  at  hand,  Scnwarberg  explains  in  detail 
thirteen  murder  cases  -  in  his  own  words  "so  that 
neither  the  murderers  nor  the  victims  will  be 
forgotten. " 

I  want  to  review  just  one  of  these  thirteen  murder 
cases,  case  no.  3,  "A  children's  murderer  receives 
compensation."  On  April  20,  1945,  20  children  between 
five  and  twelve-years  old  were  hanged  in  the  cellar  of 
the  elementary  school  at  Bullenhuser  Embankment  in 
Hamburg  —  after  having  been  used  in  tuberculoses 
experiments  by  SS  doctors  --  together  with  48  inmates 
of  the  Neuengamme  concentration  camp,  among  them  24 
Russian  POWs,  two  French  professors  and  two  Dutch  male 
nurses   A  British  Military  Tribunal  convicted  the 
murderers  and  hanged  them  October  8.  1946.  However. 


*       j.   cq  nhprsturmf uehrer 

three  murderers  <f '"/^t^  demand .   •"<  ™ 
ARNOLD  STRIPPEL.   leader    of   ™  ,Bents   in  the  German 

doctors  who  had  prepared  the  «P  HANS  ,LEIN,  „.D. 

Red  Cross  Insti  u  ion  *t  H°The  twenty  children  were 
a1eKctRed  w-thSHTbrb;cHteria  and  the  children's  lymph 
^feHroinated  by  operation. 

j     ...r  ww   II   as  a  pathologist 
Hans  Klein.  H.D..   ^a^d     ner  W  ^  ^^ 

t  the  university  of  He'd^'°,„9'    d   jn  his   later  years 
essor.   trained  10  00     J   * ^  as  esteemed  prof, 

^^X  S5£^M  - death  in  19651 

m  n   was  found  nineteen  years  after 
Kurt  Heissneyer.  M.U..  me  &   lung 

WW  II  in  Magdeburg  where  h na         sentenced  to 
specialist.  He  was  dieted  and  in  *       ce  between 
SS^^W  H,  died  in  ,967. 
nff.,.  in  Hamburg  --  although 
Jhe  case  ^e  to  the  British 
'   edirv. 

'    "    TdStrinpel  o, 

-      ,or. 

.■••■■        ' 

-^--no^-^efpubUshedcnlyinOerman 
,   oieJCXdH-chJaichine.   Ounther  Scnwarberg.   Steid, 
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and  humane  feelings. 

Strippel  had  left  a  bloody  trail  ^X-ourt 
concentration  camps  and  had  been  JewJ  ,„  the 

°n  Frankfurt  for  *e  «      ,  e  /had  been  sentence 
concentration  camp  o  Buc hen-  ^^  „       ,n  th, 

to  twenty-one  t,m"  ' 'f*  'eded  in  having  his  case 
Cold  War  climate  he  ^«eede°ced  t0  a  total  of  only 
re-assessed:  now  he  was  sentenc       ^  ^  been  ,„ 
six  years  in  prison;  and  for  tn  *        ,„  years 

•son  in  addition  to  the  new  e tence^  ^  ^  m 
only,  he  received  a  "^   Ythe  case  was  again 
After  loud  Protests  by  thejed  and  even  in  1987  the 
Ve-examined"  over  four  year s         examined.  _ 
pertaining  Questions  wer GUNTER  BERT*AH 
Three  juoges  ^oer  the  "*  iion  an  without  ever  having 
esKed  for  a  meoical     '        „unable  „  ,, 
.1.  the  juoge »  ■ o         er  ftrnoic 
ince  then  the  fori,  r  -  .. 

•  to  kindergart: 

.  . 

^""evER   AGAIN    TO   3E    SILENT. 


publishers.   Gottingen 


1990.      ISBN  3-88243-097-4 
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u  it,  I  am  addressing  the  young 
I As  a  survivor  of  Auschwitz.  1  am     stirred  up  again 
people  of  Germany  today  who  r be  0^  ^  ^ 
by  unscrupulous  P°1»1C,S£  ™  mouthpieces.  just  as 
rhey5hrd^erndusrdddburinhgethe  tl-  of  Nazi  rule. 


ISince  the  seven  ...  crisis  and  lawless  companies 

|how  for  nuclear  warfare. 

a   nf  a  single  German  youth  protesting 

I  have  never  heard  of  a  single  on  these 

when  his  family  and  frie  ds  .d.  .  e  ^.^ 

weapons  supplies.  You  also  u  nfcourse, 

consideration  to  ^  ^^l^^JE^T 
th^^p^r^wexetc^^^ 

fe^?S  suoden'ly  "protesting  now.  ever  since 


y  realized  that  these  weapons  could  be  used  against 
them,  and  not  only  against  Israel. 
Perhaps,  this  war  could  have  beer -prevented  if  *. 
thousands  of  today's  demons  razors.  ^^^^^^  u 

of  you,  had  Pa,d,fte"t,tn"t  saddam  was  receiving 
became  known  worldwide  that  5a      ^  shipments 

these  weapons.  *nd  "^^fe ,  kn0w  that  Saddam 
then.  Did  you.  for  ^stance        citizens  - 
HuSsein  murdered  ^"s'^uS,nds  more  from  the  region 

r^rsId^Hu^^s^r  his  nuclear  Plants, 

To  protest  against  the  ^*  ^g^Srtt  S"  I 

force5  means  that  you  -  Jhe  "«-     Qf  the  Naz,  rule 

-^:is^i^ngr-;out. 


and  West   Germany. 


Lilli  Kopecky 

Habiluyim  44/27 

^2297  Hamat  Gan,  ISRAEL. 


October  26,  1993, 


Tear  friends, 

I  try  to  write  a  report  —  as  briefly  as  possible  —  on  my  recent 
2  weeks* trip  to  Germany. _ I  feel  still  so  exhausted  that  I  just  cannot 
write  separate  letters  to  my  many  friends  all  over  the  world. 


As  to  the  general  situation  in  Germany,  I  found  it  changed 
compared  with  the  situation  about  a  year  ago.  A  taxi  driver  in  Hamburg 
put  it  in  a  nutshell  for  mes  "We  Germans  will  always  bicker  -  but  right 
now  we  are  fed  up  and  not  satisfied  at  all."  In  former  East-Berlin  as 
well  as  in  former  West-Berlin  I  heard  frequently  "  We  wish  the  wall 
would  be  put  up  again  and  this  time  much  higher  than  before!"   This  is 
significant  in  comparison  with  the  euphoria  right  after  the  reunification, 

But  what  really  worries  me  most  is  the  fact  that  there  exists  again 
a  "silent  majority."  Although  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  about 
100,000  to  150,000  protesters  marched  in  Berlin  /:  not  300,000,  as  we 
were  told  by  the  media!  :/  and  there  are  protesters  in  other  cities,  too, 
there  are  more  than  70  millions  Germans  in  Germany  today.  And  most  of 
thes'e  voices  are  not  being  heard  when  hate  of  other  "races"  again  raises 
its  ugly  head. 

I  believe  the  present  dissatisfaction  was  best  seen  during  the 
recent  elections  in  Hamburg,  where  the  two  big  parties,  the  ruling 
Christian  Democrats  and  the  Social  Democrats  lost  to  a  new  uartv  "STATT" 
/:  transl.  "Instead  Of"  :/  y        y     °±JiX± 

II. 

September  26-29,  1993,  I  participated  in  the  International 

oxn!hll%3  \7^™   "  ?A?  *£,™™I0H  'i  organized  by  the  Department 
or  Child  and  Adolescent  Psychiatry  at  the  Medical  Faculty  of  th- 
University  in  Hamburg.  The  Organizing  Committee  and  the  International 
bcientific  Committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  very  well  Prepared 
and  planned  event.  I  want  to  express  my  hope  that  the  many  experts 
present  at  this  Congress  will  help  disseminate  the  truth  about  the 
past  ana  the  present  plight  of  children  in  order  to  prepare  a  better 
tuture  for  the  next  generations.  Dr.  Jurgen  Ltithje,  President  of  the 
University  of  Hamburg,  expressed  extremely  well  the  feelings  of  all 
participants  m  his  opening  statement:  "  Numerous  wars  and  civil  wars. 
persecution  and  suppression  under  dictatorship  and,  not  least,  increasing 
poverty  in  countries  of  the  so-called  Third  World  have  turned  the  20th 
century,  once  proclaimed  the  "children's  century",  into  what  could  be 
more  accurately  described  as  a  "century  of  persecution"  for  children 
and  ynung  people.  In  the  pastfcermany  was  decisively  involved  in  this 
development  -  a  development  that  met  with  virtually  no  resistance  on 
the  part  of  German  universities,  either.  This  past  places  an  obligation 
on  science  and  research  in  the  present " 


Sept. 26th  was  the  day  for  registration,  for  a  "Get  Together"  and 
a  concert  with  international  artists.  While  for  Sept. 27th  and  28th 
there  were  prepared  plenary  sessions  until  lunch  followed  by  nine  work- 
shops held  simultaneously,  Sept. 29th  had  only  plenary  sessions.  The 
various  plenary  sessions  had  the  following  topics: 


Psychic  Traumatisation  of  Children  and 
A  Clinical  and  Theoretical  Survey" 


Adolescents  - 


"  Child  Survivors  of  the  Holocaust  " 

"  Children  Affected  by  Organized  Violence  in  South  America  " 

"  Organized  Violence  in  South  Africa  -  Children  as  Victims  and 

Perpetrators  " 
"  Inner  and  Outer  World  of  Children  in  Exile  -  Conflicts  and  Therapy 
11  Hamburg  and  its  Persecuted  Children  " 

"  Children  as  Unintentional  Transmitters  of  Undiscussed 
Traumatic  Life  Events  " 


Children  -  War  and  Persecution: 
Perspectives  in  Exchange  of  Experience 


/:  closing  session  :/ 


Unfortunately  I  cannot  describe  here  in  detail  ttee  excellent 
lectures  of  the  many  experts  —  mostly  psychiatrists  and/or  psychologists] 
from  around  the  world  who  gave  us  insight  into  their  work  with  victimizer11 
children  and  I  voice  my  deep  regret  that  I  could  not  attend  all  the  work-| 
shops  because  they  were  scheduled  simultaneously. 

In  the  workshop  where  I  was  supposed  to  discuss  the  topic 
'■  How  Education  influences  the  Children  of  our  World, 

Emphasizing  Effects  oh  Children  of  Pre-  and  Post-Nazi  Era," 
Dr.  Rela  Mazali,  a  Jewish  woman  from  Herzlia,  showed  a  video  tape 


"  TESTIMONIES  ",  depicting  first 
thought  maybe  playing  :/  then  we 


in  a  street  /: 


background  -  and  then  four 
cuffed  Palestinian,  kicked 


some  boys 

heard 
young  Israeli  soldiers  brought  a 
and  maltreated  him.  Finally,  the 


running 
s  ^)!  women's  voices  loud  in 

young 
young 


I 
the 

hand- 


soldiers  were  interviewed  in 
stood  what  they  said  and  the 
and  were  too  small  to  be 
objection  to  this  one 


Ivrit  -  nobody  except  Mrs.  Mazali  under- 
subtitles  disappeared  too  quickly 
the  video  had  ended,  I  voiced  my 
explaining  that  the  boys  probably 


nglish 
read.  After 
sided  film  not 
had  thrown  stones  which  might  have  injured  or  even  killed  an  Israeli 
soldier  -  this  could  have  explained  the  capture  of  the  Palestinian. 
Now  -  back  in  Israel  -  I  learned  that  these  four  soldiers  were  brought 
before  the  court  because  of  the  maltreatment  of  a  prisoner  and  are  now 
serving  prison  sentences.  Of  course,  Mrs.  Mazali  did  not  mention  this 
fact  before  her  audience  in  Germany.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  she  even 
explained  in  the  workshop  that  she  "had  to  show  this  video  in  Germany 
so  that  German  authorities  could  force  Israel  to  behave  humanely." 
Needless  to  add  that  I  remained  "  a  lone  voice  "  against  all  the  other 
voices  in  that  workshop.  I  wish  Mrs.  Mazali  all  the  best  -  but  deep 
down  in  my  heart  I  feel  that  just  ONE  SINGLE  DAY  IN  AUSCHWITZ  would 
have  opened  her  eyes  and  her  mind  


-      3 


III. 

The  Medical  Association  of ^rli^wanted £  efenLtivesV/r  elated 
child  psychologists,    child  PBgiatrits   an  P        ^^  with   some 

professional  groups   the  P088X°^lx*h0   had  participated  in  the  Inter- 
lt  the   experts  from  40   countries^  who   had  par       ^   „    ^^  AS 
national  Congress  in  Hamburg     The  one  Jay^^  ^    199J|    in 

5? "House  of  tfeDCui?uresTo°f  the  World"   in  Berlin. 


There  were   3  workshops   during  the   afternoon: 


There  were   ?  worAaiwi^   »•»*--.— o    -- 
A,  "Effects  of  Oto«io  J2£su«  ^  Jiolence  ^J^FsSern  Africa- 
Children  and  Adolescents   as   seen  «* 
m  flo,0tiDn.    Dr     Peter   Schroeder,    Freiburg  i.Br. 

nhildrdn  and  Abuse" 

I^BoXVr.lna  or. ,   Maputo     »^»«a  »itrtl,.  Vlaw 
"The   Consequences   01  xne   wai    a" 
Dr.    Gillian  Straker,    Johannerturg  violence 

"The  Impact   of  Exposure  to  Political 
on  Moral  Development1' 

-  r  lein  s  b  sJSi^^wS^  ssrassxSJ.^^ 

Speakers:        ^--^^Childrfn^from  Ex-Yugoslavia  in'Exile'  - 

S-lSSJefiSSJ-   aftfe  Most  Efficienl =   Agent   in 
Psychosocial   Approach  to   displaced  Persons 
rr/Harcisa   Sarajlic,    Iris ^"J^hteS  in  latency 
"r^AdollsceniflocaSHn  Hefugee   Canps" 

Copin!  with  overwhelming  Trauma  Event 
SSfelf  o"»p"?o»  /.«<  Bank  and  teW. 

under  Israeli   Occupation  and  its   eiiec* 

While   above  workshops   as  well   as   the ™™^£^0?l£* 
Hamburg  were    conducted  xn  English  only,    ™«    |™        8  The 

3^S   doctors   and  medical  P^^X'oflhe  Free  university  of  Berlin  and 

s.ts.j^.js.  ^-«-f  *J  "SiS'M  Albrecht*  M-D* 

University  of  Hamburg. 


-   4   - 


A0  ta.  first  spaaK.r  I  ...  tc .discus;  tpa  topic  ^ilir^in^ 
Holocaust  -  Trau.atl»3tion_oI  Oewrations   i   6  J    e     aspeot| 

mothers  straight  from  **%*^  *n  *U|£ Mengele  on  twins  and  dwarfs, 
the  medical  experiments  in  Auschwitz  by  ^eng^  ^  ^ 

von  nn  14  vears  old  Greek  Jewish  girls/sterilizatio 
I  spoLyrutgtSSferchi0ldren  ^survived  in  Ghettos  or  even  in  camps, 
I   Se  KM-  G^sy'camp  in  Auschwitz  and  the  Theresienstadt  Family 
camp  in  Auschwitz-Birkenau,  th  under- 

fS"*?^  ^SKd^s.vsaln  25SU-  and  convent, 
tost  «  t„.  .»vivi„?  oMiajan  „J  tsrtised  »?  st«teLo„iy 

But  than  I  nought  up  na.  asp.cts  .hl.h  n.v.r  oaior.  had  ..... 

explored  and  openly  discussed: 

Mrs.  Helen  /"ZippiV  Ji^/^LffiSn'Sr^e^U^Sr'-tfc- 

The  NS  regime  d^r^?  ^ f  d  IwJ  »  San  specifs"  such  as  Jews, 
only  hate  indoctrinated  NS  geology.   a      ,  *       teachings 
depicted  as  rats  or  vermin  "not  m™  |°  ^°   studying  the  natural 
which  subverted  the  youth,  .an  es  cially  *J°«u|Jug|  f  have  traced 
sciences  /•  medicine  and  physiology  :/.  Jf^^^f abiiity  as  leaders 
these  long-term  negative  ef^rc^3°^^ison  of  German  Nofrel-Prize 
in  medicine  and  physiology  *|f  a^^erman"  students  and  scientists 
winners  before  K3  ideology  af ^ctefl  German  Hitler  era 

and  thereafter,  "interesting  to  n°5°B™al:p||Z]S  ALONE  IN 
HOT  ONE  GERMAN   SCIENTIST  WON  ™?  ™^he  iist ,  drawn  from  the 
THESE  TWO   SCIENCES.  As  proof  I  presented  xne  xi*  , 
Jook  of  Nobel  Prize  laureates  to  the  moderator. 

>■  ssli  --  saga  s  F-H^^ifHllIin/ILd 

which  makes   CHILD  LABOR  ™>      ^autonomous  intergovernmental 

Specialized  Agencies   of  ^e  U.M.  ,    an  but; °  b        tion  MOng  nations 

organization  founded  in  1946,    promoting   coxxao  called 

i/the  fields  of   education,    science  an     ?^Se   forefront   of  war, 
it   a  crime  when  children  a^  ^ing  used  in  tne  i °  &  or  b 

If^ris^or  by^er?l\asrinrSoutnmlfica,    in  Africa,    etc. 
^n^^nfone0!!  •^SS^-'S^-^^S'^S  S. 
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U.N.  World  Conference  on  Human  Rights  in  Vienna  a  few  months  ago. 
There,  only  Elena  Bonner,  Sakharov's  widow,  argued  that  encouraging 
children's  participation  in  the  Intifada  was  a  gr6fls  violation  of 
children's  rights. 

I  concluded  my  speech  by  stating  that  our  school  systems  world- 
wide are  suffering  from  drug  and  alcohol  abuses  as  well  as  violent 
crimes.  Many  students  have  no  value  clarification  and  substitute  moral 
and  ethical  values  with  drugs  and  nihilism.  In  many  cases  neither  the 
parental  home  nor  the  schools  nor  the  Churches  suffice  today  to  guide 
youth  on  the  right  path.  Never  before  existed  world-wide  so  much 
children's  and  youth  criminalityl  If  such  system  without  moral  or  ethic 
values  will  be  allowed  to  continue,  we  may  find  ourselves  without 
scientists  and  important  research  in  the  next  generations.  We  may 
even  remain  without  future  generations  of  productive  people.  Is  that 
really  the  world  we  want  to  1b  ave  for  our  children  and  grandchildren? 

After  my  lecture,  there  were  three  more  speakers: 

David  Becker,  M.  D.  ,  Santiago,  Chile 

topic:  "Children  in  Tictatorships" 

Boia  Efraine  Jr.ifllMaputo,  Mozambique, 

topic:  "Children  in  the  forefront  of  War  - 

Consequences  of  Traumatisation  and  Instrumentality 
of  Children  in  Mozambique" 

Erikson  Felipe  Furtado,  M.D. ,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brasil, 
topic  "Children  as  Target  of  Oligarchy  - 

Violence  against  children  in  Brasil" 

All  three  doctors  spoke  from  their  hearts  -  and  I  can  say,  they 
reached  the  heart  of  everyone  attending  this  meeting.  They  spoke  of 
examples,  they  gave  clinical  case  histories,  they  talked  of  how  they 
are  trying  to  help  the  victims. 

I  do  not  believe  that  anyone  of  us  could  ever  forget  what  we 
heard  that  evening.  As  dr.  Becker  said  "  We  cannot  give  a  prescription 
for  healing  "  -  but  every  country  has  to  find  its  own  way  to  deal 

with  the  traumatized  victims. 
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Why  the  Evangelical  Church  in  the  Rhineland 
gave  a  beautiful  reception  in  my  honor. 

in  1978.  I  attended  a  Meeting  of  the  International  Resistance  in 
Copenhagen  Among  the  many  wonderful  people  I  met  there  was  a  Dutch 
gentleman;  MrT  Toftegaard,  whose  late  father,  a  priest  had  t>een 
htll±nTakd   saving  since  1935  German  non-Aryan  Christians  with  their 
Silif sfand  othfrs.  He  had  prepared  and  written  a  file  on  each  case 
and  all  the  files  were  gathered  in  a  "Book. "  The  original  is  in  the 
Mooes!  in  Copenhagen  -but  Mr.  Toftegaard  had  made  two  copies;  one 
of  tne  complete  set  of  copies  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Simon  Jieaenthal 
in  Vienna.  During  my  stay  in  Copenhagen  Mr.  Toftegaard  insisted  to 
presenHhe  second  let   ox  copies  /.  called  "The  Book' :/  to  me  in 
recognition  of  my  efforts  and  my  work  on  behalf  of  Nazi  yi^i*3-  There 
exists  no  third  set  of  copies.  My  "book"  was  used  by  Leni  Yachil 
for  her  work  on  the  Danish  Resistance. 

Peeling  that  at  my  age  I  should  start  giving  such  valuable  books 
to  places  where  most  people  could  learn  from  them,  I  felt  that  this 
"book"  should  be  made  accessible  to  as  many  young  priests  as  Possible 
in  order  to  show  them  the  difference  how  the  Danish  Church  has  behaved 
under  Nazism  and  how  most  of  the  German  Churchmen  had  succumbed  to 
Ztl   indoe^ination.  I  decided  to  present  "the  book"  to  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  the  Rhineland  at  an  official  ceremony  to  which  the  Dieses 
ofthe  Church  had  invited  the  guests.  In  my  speech  I  emphasized  again 
that  every  person  always  has  a  choice, "you  can  remain  honorable  and 
honest,  which  sometimes  will  be  hard  -  or  you  can  succumb,  give  in 
and  you  become  a  criminal  by  not  standing  up  for  what  you  believe  is 
right;  this  sometimes  is  much  easier  but  not  honorable  and,  in  my  eyes, 
despicable."  By  teaching  this  to  every  Evangelical  priest  and  by 
emphasizing  that  Jesus  was  a  Jew,  as  a  matter  of  fact  a  Jewish  rabbi 
who  believfd  in  and  taught  our  Jewish  Thora,  your  Church  can  further 
a  better  understanding.  In  an  emotional  address,  the  leadership  of  the 
Church  promised  me  just  that. 
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October  1993. 


THE  WORLD-PRAYER-DAY  for  TOMSK. 

I  want  to  express  my  dismay  with  regard  to  the  WORLD- PRAYER- DAY 
for  WOMEN,  scheduled  for  March  4,  1994  and  prepared  this  year  by 

The  Christian  Women  of  Palestine. 


I  could  not  get  the  English  or  French  version,  but  I  have 
before  me  the  German  text  prepared  in  Germany.  I  do  not  want"  to  go 
into  details,  but  frankly  I  am  appalled  by  the  partial  and  one-sided 
treatment  and  interpretation  of  biblical  texts  and  by  the  subtle 
—  and  not  so  subtle  —  changes  of  historical  facts.  I  feel  strongly 
that  with  this  prayer  latent  anti-Judaism  and  anti-Israeli sm  could 
very  easily  be  brought  to  the  fore  again  and  could  badly  hurt  recent 
approaches  between  Christians  and  Jews. 

While  I  was  told  that  so  far  in  Germany  Methodists  and  Baptists 
refused  any  changes,  the  Anglican  Church  already  changed  disputed 
paragraphs! 

I  know  that  the  "Denkendorf er  Kreis",  the  Evangelical  Church  in 
the  Rhineland,  many  Christians  from  all  over  Germany  already  voiced 
strong  reservations.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  according  to  the  Church 
paper  "Allgemeine"  No. 48/28  of  July  15,  1993,  Paul  Mendel,  director 
of  the  Council  of  Christians  and  Jews,  called  the  liturgy  in  a  BBC 
broadcast  on  June  20,  1993,  "a  one-sided  propaganda  against  Israel." 

Evangelical  Church  representatives,  as  e.g.  Bishop  Klaus  Engelhardt 
/:  Karlsruhe  :/  asked  for  a  critical  review  and  the  Evangelical  Church 
Council  member  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  CSU  Jiirgen  Warnke  asked  in  an 
article  in  the  Church  paper  "idea  spektrum"  for  an"immediate  revision 
of  the  text  to  avert  dammage  to  the  idea  of  the  World  Prayer  Day.  " 
Also  Maria  Jepsen,  3ishop  of  Plamburg,  voiced  her  protest,  as  did 
Rolf  Scheffbuch,  Chairman  of  the  Pietist-Ludwig-Hof acker  Society  in 
Wurttemberg.  In  Israel  tte  2irector  of  the  Bcumenical-Theological 
Research  Society,  Pastor  Petra  Heldt,  charged  the  authors  with 
falsification  of  history.  The  Society  for  Christian  -  Jewish  Cooperation 
in  Stuttgart  asked  in  an  open  letter  that  the  meaning  of  the  Prayer 
for  Peace  should  not  be  reduced  by  texts  promoting  rather  emotional 
hate.  Parson  Gudrun  Laqueur  /:  Greven  near  Miinster  :/  of  the  Conference 
of  Church  Working  Groups  of  Christians  and  Jews  within  the  Evangelical 
Church  asked  for  a  complete  review  of  the  liturgy  since  Israeli 
authorities  are  trying  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  Palestinians 
while  Palestinian  Christians  are  still  under  pressure  of  Fundamentalist 
Moslem  groups. 

Protests  against  the  text  have  also  come  from  the  Israeli  Embassy 
in  Bonn,  the  Council  of  Jews  in  Germany, the  International  Council  of 
Christians  and  Jews  and  the  Society  of  Confessional  Evangelical  Women. 

I  may  be  naive  but  I  just  cannot  understand  why  a  prayer  should  be 
connected  with  political  aims  to  further  hate.  Do  Christian  women  really 
believe  that  this  is  what  God  —  or  the  Jewish  Jesus  -- 5<7really  wanted? 
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THE  RED  CROSSt  Actions  and  Omissions 
by  Lilli  Kopecky,  Survivor  of  Auschwitz  No. 6482. 

I 

The  International  Committee  of  the  Red  Gross  /called  ICRC/ 

was  established  on  the  initiative  of  a  Swiss  humanitarian,  Henri 

runant,  in  1663,  after  he  had  witnessed  the  battle  of  Solferino 

during  the  "Italian  War"  and  the  horrible  condition  of  those  wounded 

in  battle.  In  1864  the  representatives  of  12  European  states  signed 

the  Geneva  Convention  to  improve  the  fate  of  wounded  combatants. 

However,  in  the  20th  century,  and  especially  during  WWII  the 

noble  and  humanitarian  purpose  of  the  ICRC  was  not  kept  up  but 

sacrificed  for  "political  reasons."  On  the  occasion  of  the  125th 

anniversary  of  the  ICRC  the  German  weekly  IER  SPIEGEL  no. 16,  1968, 

2 
mentioned  that  —  according  to  Robert  Kempner   —  the  ICRC  cannot 

escape  its  serious  sins,  either  the  silence  during  the  genocide  of 

Jews  during  WWII  or  the  organized  help  for  mass  murderers  to  escape 

prosecution  after  WWII. 

HEINER  LIGHTEN STEIN,   emphasizes  in  his  excellent  and  well 
researched  book  4  that  the  German  Red  Cross  /ERK/  did  practically 
nothing  to  help  incarcerated  Jews  and  the  ICRC  kept  silent  although 
it  knew  much  more  than  it  is  ready  to  admit.  Constantly  emphasizing 
the  obligation  for  strict  neutrality,  the  ICRC  stressed  that  the 
Geneva  Convention  covered  only  POWs  but  not  "civilians  of  German 
nationality."  Thus  all  Jews  were  considered  "civilian  internees  of 
German  nationality"  and  to  my  knowledge  the  ICRC  never  yet  explained 
why  they  never  even  considered  to  help  for  humanitarian  reasons 
foreign  citizens,  such  as  e.g.  Jews  from  Prance,  Belgium,  Holland, 
even  from  the  U.S.A.,  Slovakia,  Greece,  Poland,  Hungary,  etc. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  renown  U.S.  historian  Iavid  WYMAN  was  right 
"there  was  simply  no  great  interest  to  save  Jews. " 

LICHTEuSTEIN  describes  how  the  TRK  supported  the  German  troops 
from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Since  taking  office  in  1937,  the  TRK's 
president,  Tr.Med.  ERNST   ROBERT   GRAWITZ,  "SS  OBERGRUPPENFUEHRER" 
and  "REICHSARZT-SSM  organized  it  on  a  national  socialist  basis.  Their 
leaders  had  to  wear  a  dagger  as  distinguishing  mark  and  their  career 
was  based  on  national  socialist  views.  In  the  frame  of  the  "Euthanasia 
program"  Grawitz  volunteered  to  perform  the  first  killings  of 
supposedly  mentally  sick  patients!  After  WWII  he  committed  suicide. 
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On  March  9,  1943,  the  American  Jewish  Congress  organized  a 
demonstration  in  New  York;  the  topic:  "Stop  Hitler  NOW  I"  Before 
IS^Q&Q   participants  the  organizers  demanded  an  11  points  program 
to  save  European  Jewry  and  asked  that  the  ICRC  assure  the  systematic 
distribution  of  food  to  those  Jews  still  alive  in  the  national 
socialist  sphere.  But  the  ICRC  as  well  as  the  American  Red  Cross 
remained  silent.  At  that  time  the  consequences  of  the  Wannsee 
Conference  *  were  already  known.  At  a  press  conference  in  London,  in 
June  1942,  the  World  Jewish  Congress  had  informed  the  world  about 
Nazi  atrocities  in  Auschwitz.  At  about  the  same  time  the  German 
industrialist  EOT  ARE  SCHULTE  —  risking  his  life  —  informed  the 
representative  of  the  World  Jewish  Congress  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
Gerhard  RIEGNER,  who  cabled  to  New  York  on  August  8,  1942,  that  a 
plan  was  being  discussed  in  THE  FUEHRER'S  headquarters  to  annihilate 
3-1/2  to  4  million  Jews,  and  gassing  was  mentioned. 

As  U.S.  historian  Eavid  Wyraan  stated,  the  ICRC  knew  about  the 
Shoah  only  shortly  thereafter.  In  the  fall  of  1942,  at  the  latest 
—  when  "Aktion  REINHARE"   was  well  on  its  way  —  CARL  JACOB 
BURCKHARET,  then  vice  president  of  the  ICRC  informed  the  American 
Consul  in  Geneva,  PAUL  SQUIRE.  But  3URCKHARET,  professor  of  history 
and  before  WWII  Commissioner  of  the  League  of  Nations  in  lanzig, 
as  well  as  the  president  of  the  ICRC,  professor  of  law  MAX  HUBER 
decided  to  refrain  from  official  protests.  Undiplomatic  proceedings 
would  harm  Red  Cross  activities  on  behalf  of  POWs,  was  the  excuse. 
As  LIchtenstein  writes,  RIEGNER  remembers  to  have  asked  the  ICRC 
for  help  time  and  again  —  without  any  result  —  and  therefore 
Lichtenstein  concludes  that  the  ICRC  wanted  to  avoid  that  Nazi  Germany 
believe  it  was,  even  if  only  deep  inside  the  heart,  on  the  side  of 
Nazi  victims. 

When,  much  later,  the  ICRC  tried  to  get  permission  to  visL  t 
some  concentration  camps,  their  delegates  issued  diffuse  reports. 
In  the  case  of  their  visit  to  Theresienstadt ,  their  delegates  were 
allowed  to  talk  to  internees  only  in  the  presence  of  SS  men  so  that 
no  inmate  dared  to  talk  frankly  for  fear  of  repercussions;  the  ICRC 
delegates  accepted  the  SS  hoax  of  the  movie-like  version  into  which 
the  camp  had  been  turned  on  SS  orders  for  their  visit  only  and  the 
lies  were  passed  on  as  "truth"  to  Geneva  and  to  the  world. 
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According  to  LICHTENSTEIN  ICRC  delegates  were  in  Auschwitz 
in  September  1944  —  just  when,  after  the  closure  of  the  ghetto  Lodz, 
most  of  its  remaining  inmates  were  brought  to  Auschwitz-Birkenau  and 
most  of  them  were  murdered  in  the  gas  chambers.  The  smell  of  burning 
flesh  and  the  smoke  from  the  crematoria  must  have  been  felt  and  seen 
from  far  away.  The  report  states  that  on  the  way  between  Teschen  and 
Auschwitz  the  delegates  saw  groups  of  men  and  women  in  their  striped 
concentration  camp  clothing,  escorted  by  SS  men. "though  working  in  the 
fresh  air,  the  people  look  pale,  ash-grey."  In  their  report  about  the 
visit  with  Auschwitz  camp-commandant  Rudolf  HOESS  it  is  stated  "the 
SS  officers  were  kind  but  reserved."  The  delegates  felt  sure  that  all 
packages  had  reached  the  inmates  for  whom  they  had  been  destined  — 
but  they  knew  only  very  few  names...  The  report  continues  that  the 
British  Eldest  of  the  POWs  in  Teschen.  when  interviewed,  asked  whether 
the  delegates  knew  of  the  "shower,"  since  there  was  a  rumour  that 
masses  of  incarcerated  people  are  gassed  in  the  modern  "shower,"  and 
he  promised  to  find  out  through  a  group  of  his  people  /POWs/  working 
in  a  mine  belonging  to  Auschwitz.  The  report  ends  "leaving  Auschwitz 

we  feel  again  that  the  secret  is  well  kept  " 

And  finally  LICHTENSTEIN  also  describes  that  after  WWII  the 
ICRC  was  embroiled  in  what  was  to  become  known  as  the  infamous  "Rat 
route, "the  escape  route  of  some  of  the  worst  Nazi  war  criminals,  such 
as  e.g.  KLAUS  BARBIE,  ALOLF   EICHMANN,  JOSEF  MENGELE  M. I.  ,  FRANZ 
STANGL  /commandant  of  the  extermination  camps  Treblinka  and  Sobibor/, 
GU3TAV  FRANZ  WAGNER  /deputy  commandant  of  Sobibor/  and  WALTER  RAUFF, 
responsible  for  the  development  of  S-trucks  /S-WAGEN/.  In  those  S-trucl 
Jews  were  killed  by  exhaust  gases;  the  trucks'  rear  side  was  nearly 
fully  covered  with  the  symbol  of  the  ICRC  —  the  RED  CROSS  —  and  in 
the  low  right  corner  was  the  SS-car  number.   The  ICRC  passports 
necessary  for  the  escape  from  Italy  —  where  the  criminals  had  been 
brought  via  various  convents  —  to  the  West,  and  to  South  America 
were  sollicited  by  Nazi-friendly  priests  such  as  ALOIS  RTOAL,  a  native 
of  Graz,  Austria,  and  Krunoslav  TRAGANOVIC  from  Croatia,  who  had  sough- 
refuge  in  The  Vatikan  when  the  German  troops  had  to  leave  Belgrad. 

Former  Auschwitz  camp  commandant  HOESS  stated  during  his  trial 
/vol.21/  that  the  orders  for  ryclon  B  gas  to  be  delivered  to  Auschwitz 
were  signed  by  dr.  GRAWITZ,  president  of  the  DRK!  And  during  that 
whole  time  tha  DRK  was  part  of  the  ICRC 
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After  more  and  more  accusations  were  heard,  the  ICRC  decided 
to  ask  professor  JEAN-CLAUDE  FAVEZ  to  undertake  a  study  based  on  their 
tightly  closed  archives  which  were  opened  up  for  him.  Ke  needed  6  year 
to  sift  through  350,000  documents.  His  book8  reveals  and  confirms  what 
honest  people  have  suspected  for  a  long  time  but  what  so  far  had  been 
officially  rejected  or  apologetically  justified.  In  its  comments  on 
the  book  the  ICRC  conceded  "The  ICRC  feels  that  the  meagre  results  ... 
represent  the  worst  defeat  in  the  history  of  its  humanitarian  mission 
and  exemplify  the  failure  of  an  entire  civilization."  PAVEZ  concludes 
that  the  ICRC  "often  sought  not  the  means  to  act,  but  on  the  contrary 
a  justification  for  not  acting. " 

In  FaVEZ'  book  I  found  many  so  far  unknown  documents  revealing 

that  in  1938  the  head  of  the  ICRC  advised  not  to  intervene  on  behalf 

of  tte  anti-Nazi  Pastor  MARTIN  NIEMOELLER  who  had  been  imprisoned 

that  ICRC  delegates  became  aware  of  the  many  trains  to  the  death  camps 

that  in  Iug^t'l942  the  ICRC  delegate  ROLAND  MARTI,  stationed  in  Berli. 
reported  to  ha*e  been  told  by  French  POWs  in  the  camp  of  Rawa  Rusl 
about  massacres  of  Jews, 
that  on  October  14,  1942,  a  meeting  took  place  in  the  hotel  Metropole 
tha  in  Geneva  where  the'project  was  discussed  to  extend  the  Geneva 
Convention  of  1929.  But  then  President  of  Switzerland  p^ilipp 
ETTER,  member  of  the  ICRC,  as  well  ICRC president  Carl  J.BURCKHAR. 
and  Edouard  de  HALLER,  Swiss  civil  employee  commissioned  to  co- 
ordinate state  and  private  matters,  prevented  the  issuance  of  an 
official  appeal  which  would  not  have  even  mentioned  the  Third 
Reich  or  the  Jews, 
that  in  Pec ember  1943  ICRC  delegates  —  after  a  visit  to  the 

concentration  camp  of  Ravensbrueck  -  found  its  commandant  to  be 
"very  correct " 
that  in  1945  a  meeting  took  place  of  Adolf  EICHMANN  and  ICRC  officials. 
According  to  his  own  testimony  Gerhard  RIEGNER,  the  represent 
of  the  World  Jewish  Congress,  personally  informed  Carl  J.  BURCKHARDT 
about  the  begin  of  mass  gassings  in  Auschwitz.  This  information,  as 
told  already  in  LICHTEHSTSIN's  book,  was  based  on  the  revelation  of 
German  industrialist  EPUARD  SCHOLTE. 

Nevertheless  there  was  a  hero  among  the  ICRC,  FREDERIC  BORN, 
who  supposedly  saved  more  Jewish  lives  in  Budapest  in  1944  than  RAOUL 

WALLENBERG   did. 

In  my  opinion  a  third  book  written  by  the  Israeli  lawyer  Arieh 
Ben  Tov  need  not  be  reviewed.  For  the  privilege  to  be  given  access  to 
the  closed  archives  he  submitted  his  manuscript  to  the  ICRC  before 
publication.  He  wrote  mainly  about  the  deportation  of  Hungarian  Jews, 
confirming  only  FAVEZ*  findings,  without  anything  new  to  add. 
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3ven  if 
help  POWs  I 


and 


II. 

accepting  the  ICRC's  position  to  have  been  able  solely 

dare  ask  H  WHERE  WAS  THE  RSD  CHOSS  M  in  cases  such 

when  —  as  described  in  the  book  Escape  from  Germany9—  Aidan 
Crawley  writes  "Of  the  75  prisoners  who  escaped,  3  reached  England 
50  were  recaptured  and  shot,  5  were  sent  to  the  concentration  camp 
at  Sachsenhausen,  3  to  the  Air  Force  camp  at  Barth  and  the  remaind 
returned  to  Sagan. "  This  in  short  in  the  story  of  RA»  men  from 
"Stalag  Luft  3",10  British  fliers  from  a  German  POW  camp! 

when  —  in  his  book  Secrets  of  the 
among  many  other  disclosures  that  in  September 
Joachim  Peiper's  ld    men  were  captured  in  Italy 
his  threat  to"wipe  out"  their  whole  village  of 
unharmed.  Nevertheless,  he.  had  wvery  house 
village  burnt:  }4    civilians  died 

when  the  chaplain  of  the  Italian 
"Massacre  of  Italian  Solders"  i> 
from  the  inhuman  massacre  of  his 
armistice  with  the  Allied. 

when  —  also  described  in  SECRETS 
ascertained  that  Lt.  CoUPeiper  and 
350  American  POWs  and  at  least 
whet  is  called  "the  Ardennes 
which  began  Iecember  16,  1944. 

The  film  "Where  leath  wears  a  Smile" Raised  public  awareness  of 
WWII  Australian  Veterans,  and  in  1987  Australian  POWs  illegally 
held  and  mistreated  in  Nazi  concentration  camps  were  offered  a 
compensation  of  Aj*  10,000  by  their  government.  I  have  before  me 
the  incredible  stories  of  Jim  Gwilliam  from  the  RAAP, 
taken  POW  by  the  Germans  in  Greece  in  1941, 


SS —  Glen  B.  Infield  writes 
1943,  two  of 
by  partisans  and  up> 
Boves,  they  returne 
building  in  that 
in  their  burning  houses! 

division  "Acqui"  in  an  article 
describes  his  miraculous  escape 
whole  division  after  Italy's 


100 


_  —  it  has  been 
group  killed  in  cold 


OF  THE  SS 
his  group  killed  in  cold  blood 
unarmed  Belgian  civilians  durin 
offensive"  or  "the  Battle  of  the  Bulg 


Walter 

Pon  Y.Watt, 


the 


Steilberg 
and  others. 

Lichtenstein  in  his  book  /p.  144/  reported  that  from  about  4l°£°% 
Poles  taken  prisoners  by  the  Germans  in  September  1939  fbo^Vbl>°( 
Jews  were  brought  to  separate  camps  and  the  TRK  seemingly  did  not 
mind  that  their  condition  was  worsened  to  below  Geneva  Convention 
standsrd.  At  the  beginning  of  1940  those  Polish  Jewish  POWs  were 
robbed  of  their  uniforms  meaning  their  status  as  POWs  lanri  they 
were  treated  like  all  other  Jews.  It  seems  to  me  that 
TRK  nor  the  ICRC  cared  about  the  forced  changed  status! 
The  Soviet  POWs  —  as  pointed  out  repeatedly  by  the  DRK  —  were 
not  protected  by  the  Red  Cross  because  the  Soviet  government  hat 
never  signed  the  Geneva  Convention.  Crimes  against  them  were 
perpetrated  mostly  by  the  German  Army!  The  inhuman  treatment  of 
Soviet  POWs,  however,  was  not  reciprocated  by  the  Red  Army  •no 
treated  their  German  POWs  uncomparably  better.  * 

III. 

arrival  at  the  ramp  of  the  notorious 
arrived  July  4,  1942,  with  a  Jewish 

trucks  with  the  sign  of  th| 

Ked    3rotJc  1  thought  "whP-rp  there  is  tr-e  rtea  Cross  it  cannot  be  so  bad! 


I  will  never  forget  my 
Auschwitz  concentration  camp.  I 
family  transport.  Seeing  to  my  left 
Cross  I  thoueht  "where  there  is 


V 
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How  naive  I  was!  A  few  hours  later  I  knew  that  those  trucks  brought 
the  babies  with  their  mothers  and  those  who  were  incapacitated  and 
thrown  on  the  trucks  like  sacks  of  potatoes  straight  to  the  gas  chambe 
Later  I  found  out  that  the  same  trucks  brought  those  selected  for  the 
gas  chambers  during  "selections"  within  the  Auschwitz-Birkenau  camps 
to  the  crematoria,  and  before  every  gassing  they  brought  there  the 

Cyclon  B  gas  and  one  of  the  SS  doctors  to  witness  the  gassing  through 
a  peephole  in  the  door  of  the  gas  chamber. 

In  1989  a  letter  written  to  the  ICRC  President  Gornelio 
SOMMARUGA,  a  former  Swiss  diplomat,  was  signed  by  200  Swiss  employees 
of  his  organization,  asking  the  leadership  for  more  courage  in  cases 
of  human  rights  violations! 

Former  British  P.M.  Margaret  Thatcher  —  talking  at  a  press 
conference  in  September  1990  about  Britain's  refusal  to  "bargain"  for 
the  lives  of  British  citizens  held  in  Iraq  —  stated  her  disappointmen- 
that  the  ICRC  took  no  action  in  this  case. 

To  conclude  this  article,  I  want  to  mention  the  fact  that  so  fa. 
Israel's  MAGEN  TAVir  APOM  has  not  been  accepted  into  the  Red  Cross 
family.  Many  times  already  motions  for  its  acceptance  were  proposed, 
once  even  signed  by  a  head  of  state,  former  President  Ronald  Reagan. 
May  I  be  permitted  to  quote  Alan  McLean,  Secretary  General,  Australian 
Red  Cross  Society,  who  explained  in  an  article  "Red  Cross"  in  the 
Australian  Jewish  News,  on  i. 2. 1989,  p.15,  the  non-acceptances 
"The  Australian  Red  Cross  Society  has  long  been  concerned  to  help 
ensure  that  military  personnel  understand  the  unique  and  essential 
protective  nature  of  the  red  cross  and  red  crescent.  The  Society 
contends  that  uneducated,  young,  guerilla  fighters  have  more  difficult; 
in  understanding  these  two  universal  symbols.  Any  additional  emblems 
would  lead  to  more  confusion  and  greater  carnage,  particularly  on 
innocent  civilians. ..." 

MAVBB   I   AM   STILL   TOO   NAIVE   TO  UNDERSTAND  ? 
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Battle  of  Solferino,  1859,  during  the  "Italian  War"  in  which 
Italians  and  French  fought  against  the  Austrians. 

Robert  Kempner,  former  U.S.  leputy  Chief  Prosecutor  at  the 
Nuremberg  Trials. 

Heiner  Lichtenstein,  German  author,  journalist  and  senior  radio 
journalist  of  the  Westdeutscher  Rundfunk,  Cologne.  He  has 
received  many  awards  and  prizes. 

Angepasst  und  treu  ergeben  -  das  Rote  Kreuz  im  Iritten  Reich, 
/transl.  V/ell  adapted  and  loyally  devoted  -  the  Red  Cross  in 
the  Third  Reich/;  Bund  Publ. ,  Cologne,  1988. 

The  TCannsee  Conference,  January  20,  1942,  called  "Staatssekretaer- 
Sitzung"/transl.  Session  of  State  Secretaries/,  attended  by  15 
men  representing  the  technical  services,  such  as  railways,  the 
bureaucracy  and  the  Foreign  Office,  was  presided  over  by  Reinhard 
Heydrich,  Chief  of  the  Security  Police  and  Security  Service. 
After  Heydrich  informed  the  participants  of  already  preceding 
preparations,  such  as  e.g.  delegalization  of  Jews  by  way  of  the 
Nuremberg  Laws,  they  were  told  how  to  assure  the  quickest  way 
of  implementing  the  "Final  Solution  to  the  Jewish  Question. " 

"Aktion  Reinhard"  was  the  camouflage  for  the  "Final  Solution" 
in  the  "Generalgouvernement  /Poland/,  ruring  that  activity, 
between  spring  1942  and  fall  1943,  at  least  1.75  million  Jews 
were  murdered  according  to  Lichtenstein. 

Professor  Jean-Claude  Favez,  Swiss  protestant,  historian, 
Rector  of  Geneva  University. 

Une  Mission  Impossible  /transl.  An  impossible  mission/.  Prof. 
Jean-Claude  Favez,  Payot  Publ.,  1988. 

Escape  from  Germany,  by  Aidan  Crawley,  Corgi  Books,  Pi v. of 
Transworld  Publishers  Ltd.,  London,  1956. 

Stalag  Luft  3,  a  PO'ff  camp  near  Berlin. 

Secrets  of  the   SS,  by  Glen  B.  Infield,  Stein  &  Day  Publ.,  New 
York,  1981.   ISBN  0-8128-2790-2. 

Joachim  Jochen  Peiper,  SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer,  transl. It.  Col. , 
decorated  officer  of  the  Waffen  SS,  the  military  arm  of  tie  SS. 

"Massacre  of  Italian  soldiers",  an  article  /eyewitness  report/  in 

Per  Neue  Uahnruf .  transl. "The  New  Call  to  Remember",  a  monthly 

journal  published  by  the  Austrian  Resistance  Fighters  and  Nazi 
Victims  Organization  in  Vienna. 

"Where  Peath  wears  a  Smile",  a  film  by  Frank  Heimans,  documented 
the  experience  of  Australian  POWs  and  was  shown  on  Australian  TV 
in  1985.  Heiman's  film  "Paradise  Camp"  about  the  facade  in  the 
Theresienstadt  Ghetto  to  fool  the  visitinfc  Red  Cross  officials 
in  1944  won  a  Gold  Award  at  the  1983  New  York  International  Film 
and  TV  Festival. 

The  treatment  of  German  POBs  by  the  Red  Army  was  researched  by 
the  German  historian  Christian  Streit  and  by  Alfred  Streim,  Head 
of  the  Central  Office  of  Land  Judicial  Authorities  in  Ludwigsburg. 


The  Red  Cross 

and  the 

Holocaust 

by 
Lilli  Kopecky 

Survivor  of  Auschwitz  No.  8482, 
Lilli  Kopecky,  former  Adjunct  Professor  at 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  USA,  bos  lectured 
on  the  Holocaust  at  colleges  and  universities 
in  USA,  Canada,  Australia  and  Europe. 


The  International  Committee 
of  the  Red  Cross  was 
established  on  the  initiative 
of  a  Swiss  humanitarian, 
Henri  Dunant,  in  1863,  after  he  had 
witnessed  the  bloody  battle  of 
Solferino  during  the  Italian  War,  in 
which  Italians  and  French  fought 
against  the  Austrians.  He  had  been 
much  moved  by  the  miserable 
conditions  under  which  the 
wounded  were  kept.  In  1864  the 
representatives  of  twelve  European 
states  signed  the  Geneva  Convention 
to  improve  the  fate  of  wounded 
combatants. 

In  the  20th  century,  however, 
especially  during  the  Second  World 
War,  the  noble  and  humanitarian 
purpose  of  the  ICRC  was  sacrificed 
for  political  reasons'.  In  1988,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  125th 
anniversary  of  the  ICRC,  the  German 
weekly,  Der  Spiegel  quoted  the 
American  former  Deputy  Chief 
Prosecutor  at  the  Nuremberg  Trials, 
Robert  Kempner,  to  the  effect  that 
the  ICRC  could  not  escape  its  serious 
sins,  neither  its  silence  regarding  the 
genocide  of  Jews  during  the  Second 
World  War  nor  its  complicity  in 
allowing  mass  murderers  to  escape 
prosecution  after  the  war 

Heiner   Lichtenstein,*    German 


author  and  radio  editor,  maintains  in 
his  book  that  the  German  Red  Cross 
did    practically    nothing    to    help 
incarcerated  Jews,  while  the  ICRC 
kept  silent  throughout,  although  it 
knew  much  more  than  it  was  ready 
to  admit.  Constantly  emphasising  the 
obligation  for  strict  neutrality,  the 
ICRC    stressed    that    the    Geneva 
Convention  covered  POWs  only, 
not  'civilians  of  German  nationality'. 
The  ICRC  has  yet  to  explain  why  it 
never    extended    its    help    for 
humanitarian    reasons    to    foreign 
citizens,  such  as  Jews  from  France, 
Belgium,  Holland,  the  USA,  Slovakia, 
Greece,  Poland,  Hungary,  etc.  The 
renowned  American  historian,  David 
S  Wyman,   rightly  concludes   that 
'there  was  simply  no  great  interest 
to  save  Jews'. 

On  9  March  1943,  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  organised  a  massive 
demonstration  in  New  York.  Called 
to  Stop  Hitler  NOW!"  the  75,000 
participants  were  asked  to  support 
an  eleven-point-programme  to  save 
European  Jewry  and  called  upon  the 
ICRC  to  assure  the  systematic 
distribution  of  food  to  those  Jews 
still  alive  in  areas  held  by  the  Nazis. 

But  the  ICRC,  as  well  as  the 
American  Red  Cross,  remained 
silent.  At  that  time  the  consequences 
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of  the  Wannsee  Conference,  at 
which  the  co-operation  of  various 
ministries  for  the  quickest 
implementation  of  the  Final  Solution 
was  affirmed,  were  already  known. 
At  a  press  conference  in  London,  in 
June  1942,  the  World  Jewish 
Congress  had  informed  the  world 
about  Nazi  atrocities  in  Auschwitz. 

At  about  the  same  time  the 
German  industrialist,  Eduard 
Schulte,  at  risk  of  his  life,  informed 
Gerhard  Riegner,  representative  of 
the  World  Jewish  Congress  in 
Geneva,  who  cabled  New  York  on 
August  8,  1942  that  a  plan  was  being 
discussed  in  the  Fuehrer's 
headquarters  to  annihilate 
approximately  four  million  Jews, 
using  different  methods  of  'mass 
extermination' 

In  the  autumn  of  1942  when 
Aktion  Reinhard',  the  Nazi  code 
word  for  the  Final  Solution,  was  well 
on  its  way,  Carl  Burckhardt,  then 
vice  president  of  the  ICRC,  informed 
the  American  Consul  in  Geneva,  Paul 
Squire,  of  the  dreadful  events.  It  was 
decided  at  the  time  to  refrain  from 
official  protests,  the  excuse  being 
that  undiplomatic  proceedings 
would  harm  Red  Cross  activities  on 
behalf  of  POWs. 


When,    much   later,   the   ICRC 
managed  to  obtain  permission  to 
visit   a   number   of  concentration 
camps,  their  delegates  came  up  with 
diffuse  reports.  In  the  case  of  their 
visit   to   Theresienstadt,   delegates 
were  allowed  to  talk  to  internees 
only  in  the  presence  of  SS  men  so 
that  no  inmate  dared  to  talk  frankly 
for  fear  of  repercussions.  The  camp 
itself  had  been  'cleaned  up'  on  SS 
orders  in  preparation  for  the  visit 
and  the  resulting  lies  were  passed  on 
as  'truth'   to  Geneva  and  to  the 
world. 

Red  Cross  delegates 
visit  Auschwitz 

In  September  1944  ICRC 
delegates  were  in  Auschwitz  when, 
after  the  closure  of  the  Lodz  Ghetto, 
most  of  its  remaining  inmates  were 
transported  to  the  death  camp.  The 
smell  of  burning  flesh  and  the  smoke 
from  the  crematoria  must  have  been 
felt  and  seen  from  far  away. 


involvement  in  what  was  to  become 
known  as  the  infamous  'Rat  route* , 
by  which  some  of  the  worst  Nazi 
war    criminals,    including    Klaus 
Barbie,    Adolf    Eichmann,    Josef 
Mengele,  Franz  Stangl,  commandant 
of    the     extermination     camps 
Treblinka    and    Sobibor,    Gustav 
Wagner,   deputy   commandant   of 
Sobibor,  and  Walter  Rauff,  inventor 
of  the  S-trucks  (showing  the  symbol 
of  the  ICRC),  in  which  supposedly 
at  least  97,000  Jews  were  killed  by 
exhaust  gasses,   were  allowed   to 
escape.     The     ICRC     passports 
necessary   for   escape   from   Italy, 
whence    the   criminals    had   been 
brought  via  various  convents  to  the 
West  and  to  South  America,  were 
solicited  by   Nazi-friendly   priests, 
such   as   Alois   Hudal   from   Graz, 
Austria,  and  Krunoslav  Draganovic 
from  Croatia,  who  had  sought  refuge 
in  the  Vatican. 


Red  Cross  trucks 

transport  victims 

to  the  gas  chambers 


The  report  states  that  on  the  way 
between  Teschen  and  Auschwitz  the 
delegates  saw  groups  of  men  and 
women        in        their        striped 
concentration    camp    clothing, 
escorted    by    SS    men.    'Though 
working  in  the  fresh  air,  the  people 
look   pale,   ash-grey".    About   their 
meeting    with    Auschwitz    camp- 
commandant,    Rudolf   Hoess,    the 
report  states,  'the  SS  officers  were 
kind  but  reserved'. 

The  delegates  felt  sure  that  all 
packages  had  reached  the  inmates 
for     whom     they     had     been 
destined ...  but  they  knew  very  few 
names.  The  report  continues  that  the 
spokesman  for  the  British  POWs  in 
Teschen,  when  interviewed,  asked 
whether  the  delegates  knew  of  the 
shower',  since  there  was  a  rumour 
that  masses  of  incarcerated  people 
were  being  gassed  in  the  modern 
shower'.  The  British  POW  promised 
to  get  further  information. 

Lichtenstcin   described   ICRC's 


Former  Auschwitz  camp- 
commandant  Hoess  stated  during  his 
trial  that  the  orders  for  Cyclon  B  gas 
to  be  delivered  to  Auschwitz  were 
signed  by  Dr  Grawitz,  president  of 
the  DRK,  German  Red  Cross,  which 
remained  part  of  the  ICRC 
throughout  the  Nazi  period. 


As   regards   my   own   personal 
experiences  of  the  Holocaust,  I  will 
never  forget  my  arrival  at  the  ramp 
of  the  notorious  Auschwitz  concent- 
ration camp.  I  arrived  on  4  July  1942 
with  ajewish  family  transport.  Upon 
seeing,  to  my  left,  the  big  trucks  with 
the  sign  of  the  Red  Cross,  I  thought 
•Where  there  is  the  Red  Cross  it 
cannot  be  so  bad.'  How  naive  I  was! 
A  few  hours  later  I  learnt  that  those 
trucks  brought  mothers  with  babies, 
and  those  who  were  incapacitated, 
who  had  been  thrown  on  to  the 
trucks  like  sacks  of  potatoes,  during 
'selections'  within  the  camps  from 
which  victims  were  taken  straight  to 
the  gas  chambers.  Later  I  found  out 


that  the  same  trucks  also  brought 
those  destined  for  the  gas  chambers 
to  the  crematoria.  Before  every 
gassing  the  trucks  carrying  the 
Zyclon  B  gas  also  brought  one  of  the 
SS  doctors  to  witness  the  gassing 
through  a  peephole  in  the  door  of 
the  gas  chamber. 

In  1989  a  letter  written  to  the 
ICRC  President,  Cornelio 
Sommaruga,  a  former  Swiss 
diplomat,  was  signed  by  200  Swiss 
employees  of  his  organization,  asking 
the  leadership  for  more  courage  in 
cases  of  human  rights  violations. 


Magen  David  Adorn 
and  the  Red  Cross 

In  view  of  the  past  record  of  the 
Red  Cross,  it  is  hardly  surprising  that 
to  this  day  Israel's  Magen  David 
Adorn  has  not  been  accepted  into 
the  Red  Cross  family.  Numerous 
motions  for  its  acceptance  have  been 
proposed,  including  one  signed  by 
former  President,  Ronald  Reagan. 

Perhaps  some  insight  into  the 
ICRC's    strong    attitude    towards 
Israel's  MDA  may  be  gleaned  from 
a  letter  to  the  Australian  Jewish  News 
(3.2.89)  by  Alan  McLean,  Secretary 
General  of  the  Australian  Red  Cross 
Society.  Answering  a  charge  that  the 
International     Red    Cross    was 
kowtowing    to    the    Islamic    Red 
Crescent   Movement,    Mr   McLean 
writes:    'Any   additional   emblems 
would  lead  to  more  confusion  and 
greater  carnage .  .  .  should  Israel  and 
MDA  adopt  the  Red  Cross  or  Red 
Crescent  and  continue  to  fulfil  the 
nine  other  conditions,  the  ICRC  will 
be  pleased  to  recognize  MDA,  and 
the  League  of  Red  Cross  and  Red 
Crescent  Societies  will  be  pleased  to 
admit  MDA  to  the  world  federation.' 


Maybe  I  am  still  too  naive  to 

understand.    .  ? 

•    The  Re<i  Cross  in  the  Th.rJ  R*icb  by  HehWT 

Ltcbunsuln.  Bund  Publ.  Cologne  J9M 
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WRONG  TO  CONDEMN  RED  CROSS 


by  Eric  Moonman 


The  Red  Cross,  unlike  Amnesty 
and  many  other  newly 
created  care  agencies,  does 
not  get  embroiled  in  the  politics  of 
international  upheaval.  If  anyone 
doubts  that,  a  visit  to  the  high-tech 
International  Red  Cross  museum  in 
Geneva  quickly  shows  how,  despite 
the  many  instances  of  rescue  they 
have  performed  (in  both  the  1914 
and  1939  wars,  Korea,  Vietnam  and 
many  more)  they  do  not  apportion 
blame  nor  speak  with  a  political 
voice. 

If  the  Red  Cross  criticises 
government  policy  at  all,,  and  they 
have  done  this  on  several  occasions, 
it  is  because  they  have  been  unable 
to  get  their  mercy  missions  through 
to  those  in  desperate  need  or 
because  they  have  had  their  work 
hampered  by  state  bureaucracy. 

Israel's  officials  were  criticised  by 
the  ICRC  because  they  delayed  their 
field  workers  meeting  with  certain 
political  prisoners.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  ICRC  has  frequently 
expressed  its  appreciation  of  the  way 
Israel  handles  dozens  of  enquiries  in 
both  an  efficient  and  fair  minded 
way. 


Courageous  Work 

The  battleground  for  the 
International  Red  Cross  however, 
are  those  governments  or  regimes 
which  are  authoritarian,  fascist  or 
just  bureaucratic.  Who  can  doubt  the 
sensitive,  courageous  work  of  the 
International  Red  Cross  when  the 
UN  peacekeepng  forces  for  instance, 
are  often  unable  to  provide 
protection  from  the  warring  factions 
in  Yugoslavia.  Red  Cross  volunteers 
have  been  subject  to  abuse, 
intimidation  and  harassment  in 
several  of  the  current  war  zones. 

I  have  spent  part  of  the  last  two 
years  as  a  Consultant  for  the  ICRC 
in  Southern  Africa  and  in  the  midst 
of  much  chaos,  starvation,  drought, 
I  have  been  touched  and  humbled 
by  the  manner  of  the  Red  Cross 
operations. 


So  why  should  Lilli  Kopccky 
(Zionist  Review,  Vol  12/ No  3)  revive 
issues  at  this  time  which  relate  to  the 
way  the  International  Committee  of 
the  Red  Cross  handled  operations 
during  the  Holocaust.  Like  most 
Zionist  Review  readers  I  have  no 
way  of  knowing  the  reasons  why  the 
ICRC  acted  in  the  way  alleged  by  Mrs 
Kopecky.  Nor  have  I  any  way  of 
knowing  all  the  circumstances.  One 
thing  is  clear;  there  were  many 
organizations  and  a  number  of  world 
leaders,  including  the  Pope,  who 
made  serious  error  of  judgement  at 
the  time,  including  no  doubt,  world 
Jewish  leaders. 


Omissions 

As  Edward  Nordern,  the 
distinguished  American  writer,  has 
argued  recently,  there  were  many 
serious  omissions  surrounding  the 
Holocaust.  Virtually,  no  one  wanted 
to  accept  Jewish  refugees,  including 
the  United  States,  and  chose  to  look 
the  other  way.  The  church  knew 
what  was  going  on  in  these  camps. 
Then  again,  it  was  the  Vatican's 
emissary  who  presented  these 
credentials  to  the  Nazis  ahead  of  the 
rest  of  the  diplomatic  corps. 

The  BBC's  director-general, 
Robert  Foot,  announced  on  1 7 
November  1943:  "We  should  not 
promote  ourselves  or  accept  any 
propaganda  in  the  way  of  talks, 
discussion,  features  with  the  object 
of  trying  to  correct  the  undoubted 
anti-Semitic  feeling  which  is  held 
very  largely  throughout  the 
country." 

Professor  Norman  Stone  says: 
"The  BBC's  policy  towards  what 
was  happening  is  profoundly 
shocking."  It  was  as  cynical  in  its 
way  as  the  attitude  of  the  Foreign 
Office's  Victor  Cavendish-llentinek, 
who  wrote  as  late  as  August  1944: 
"I  think  we  weaken  our  case  against 
the  Germans  by  publicly  giving 
credence  to  atrocity  stories  for 
which  we  have  no  evidence." 

Yet  the  questions,  posed  by  Li  I II 
Kopecky,    persist.    And    hopefully 


they  will  be  answered.  Why  did  the 
ICRC  (and  the  American  Red  Cross) 
remain  silent  in  1942?  Why  was 
there  no  reaction  to  the  World 
Jewish  Congress  press  conference  in 
London  in  June  1942  when  the 
world  was  informed  about  Nazi 
atrocities  in  Auschwitz? 

One  issue  is,  however,  not  in 
dispute  and  that  concerns  Mrs 
Kopecky's  reference  to  the  ICRC 
involvement  with  the  famous  Rat 
Route  by  which  some  Nazi  criminals 
escaped.  It  was  a  terrible  error  of 
judgement. 

In  no  way  do  I  excuse  what 
happened  50  years  ago  but  I  suspect 
that  the  Red  Cross,  and  other 
interested  care  groups,  who  had  to 
connive  with  the  criminal  gangs  in 
Somalia  last  year  will  also  be 
criticised  by  future  historians.  Yet 
what  a  dreadful  decision  these 
human  rights  groups  had  to  make: 
if  they  were  not  prepared  to  provide 
a  cut  of  the  aid  to  Somalia  criminal 
element,  no  foodstuff  would  have 
entered  the  country  although  people 
were  dying  in  their  thousands. 


Magen  Dovid  problem 

Lilli  Kopecky  has  every  reason  to 
raise  these  issues  with  you.  She  is  a 
survivor  and  no  one  needs  to  lecture 
her.  She  provides  evidence  that  can't 
be  answered  with  any  degree  of 
satisfaction. 

She  should  not  however  attribute 
the  Red  Cross  failure  to  recognise 
Magen  David  Adorn  to  any 
conspiracy  theory.  In  Geneva  1  have 
spoken  to  a  number  of  senior 
officials  about  the  issue  and  there  is 
genuine  regret  and  concern  over  the 
dispute.  The  mistake  made  by  the 
Red  Cross  was  ever  to  accept  the 
Muslim  Red  Crescent  .is  an 
international  symbol  (for 
understandable  reasons  at  the  time) 
but  the  clock  can't  be  turned  back 
However  for  all  the  arguments  over 
the  past  few  years  1  am  hopeful  thai 
this  conflict  with  the  Magen  David 
Adorn  will  be  resolved. 
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Suggestions 


Red  Cross  failure 


Eric  Moonman  implies  in  his  article 
"Wrong  to  Condemn  Red  Cross" 
(Zionist  Review,  Vol.  14  No.  1, 
winter  1993)  that  one  should  not 
criticise  past  grave  mistakes.  In  Mr 
Moonman's  mind,  we  should  see  the 
present  "sensitive,  courageous  work 
of  the  International  Red  Cross"  and 
presumably  forget  their  past 
behaviour. 

In  a  letter  dated  1st  November, 
1988,    from    Geneva,    the    Inter- 
national Committee  of  the  Red  Cross 
i  (ICRC)  wrote  "Would  the  ICRC  have 

|  remained  silent,  if  at  that  time  (i.e. 

during  the  Holocaust)  it  had 
recognised  the  terrible  extent  of  the 
mass  murders?"  (My  translation  from 
the  original  German  text.)  But  they 
did  know!  U.S  historian  David 
Wyman  stated  that  Carl  J. 
Burckhardt,  then  Vice-President  of 
the  ICRC,  informed  the  American 
i  Consul  in  Geneva,  Paul  Squire,  of  the 

dreadful  events.  Professor  Jean- 
Claude  Favez  —  for  whom  the  ICRC 
opened  all  their  closed  archives  — 
states  in  his  book  (Une  mission 
impossible,  1988,  Payot)  that  in 
August  1942  the  ICRC  delegate  in 
Berlin,  Roland  Marti,  reported  to 
Geneva  that  he  had  been  told  by 
French  POWs  in  the  camp  of  Rowa 
Ruska  about  massacres  of  Jews. 

According  to  his  own  testimony, 

Gerhard  Riegner,  representative  of 

the     World    Jewish     Congress, 

personally  informed  Carl  Burckhardt 

about  the  beginning  of  mass  gassings 

in    Auschwitz,     based    on    the 

revelation  of  German  industrialist, 

Edvard  Schulte  —  a  hero  in  my  eyes 

—  who  risked  death  to  inform  the 

world.    Professor    Favez,    after 

spending  six  years  sifting  through 

350,000    documents,    wrote    in 

conclusion    that    the    ICRC    often 

sought  not  the  means  to  act,  but  on 

the  contrary  a  justification  for  not 

acting. 

Even  if  one  were  to  accept  the 
ICRC's  contention  that  the  Red  Cross 
could  only  help  Prisoners  of  War, 
one  still  has  to  question  the  failure 
of  the  Red  Cross  to  become  involved 
in  many  cases. 

Yet  there  was  a  hero  among  the 
ICRE,  Frederic  Born,  who  reputedly 
saved  more  Jews  in  Budapest  in  1944 
than  even  Raoul  Wallenberg. 


Mr    Moonman   states    that    the 
ICRC  involvement  with  the  famous 
Rat    Route    by   which   some   Nazi 
criminals  escaped  was  "a  terrible 
error    of    judgment."    No,    Mr 
Moonman,  this  was  no  error:  it  was 
a  well-prepared,  concerted  effort  to 
save    Nazi    perpetrators    and    war 
criminals.  The  Rat  Route  (Rena  & 
Thomas  Giefer,  1991,  Anton  Hein, 
Frankfurt)  and  the  TV  documentary 
based  on  that  book,  shocked  the 
world  by  tracing  the  escape  way  via 
various  monasteries  from  Austria  to 
Italian  ports.   The  Jerusalem  Post 
International    Edition    (w/e    15th 
December  1990)  disclosed  a  news 
report  of  a  declassified  top  secret 
intelligence  document  revealing  that 
in  1947  a  secret  agent  called  Vincent 
la    Vista    discovered    that    certain 
priests  in  the  Vatican  and  the  ICRC 
were  "deeply  engaged  in  the  illegal 
traffic  of  Nazis  escaping  Germany." 
Finally,  concerning  the  relationship 
between  the  ICRC  and  Magen  David 
Adorn,    Mr    Moonman    states    "the 
mistake  made  by  the  Red  Cross  was 
ever    to    accept    the    Moslim    Red 
Crescent  as  an  international  symbol." 
Every  honest  mistake  can  and  should 
be  rectified.  In  this  case  it  would  be 
very  simple,  either  to  accept  too  the 
Magen  David  Adorn  or  to  rescind  the 
Moslim  symbol. 

LiUI  Kopccky, 

Former  Aushwitz  inmate  8482 


Congratulations    on    your    Zionist 
Review. 

1  found  the  articles  very 
interesting  in  their  variety  and 
wondered  whether  it  would  be 
suitable  for  your  journal  to  tackle 
some  things  in  depth. 

Apart  from  the  Arab  and 
Christian  points  of  view  that  you 
mentioned  1  would  be  interested  in 
seeing  articles  on  the  details  of  the 
Israeli  economy,  carrying  on  from 
the  article  by  Danny  Ben-Tal,  with 
more  about  industry  and  agriculture, 
irrigation,  desalination,  energy 
production  and  so  on.  I  would  like 
to  know  what  has  happened  to  the 
immigrants  of  various  ethnic 
backgrounds,  the  Russians  and 
Ethiopians.  One  gets  the  impression 
that  so  many  hard-liners  are  from  the 
USA.  And  what  happened  to  all  those 
South  Africans? 

More  power  to  your  writing  arm. 

DrJ  D  Manson,  12  Wheatley  Street, 
London  W1M  7PS 


Yom  Yerushalayim 

Only  two  of  the  many  Jewish 
Organisational  calenders  I  have  seen 
this  year  mentions  Yom  Yerushalayim, 
28th  Iyar  (9th  May).  Have  we  given  up 
United  Jerusalem  without  protest? 
Have  we  forfeited  the  "Once  and 
Forever  United  Capital  of  Israel",  or 
have  we  merely  disregarded  the 
decsion  of  Israel's  Chief  Rabbinate  that 
if  Hallel  is  said  on  Yom  Atzmaut,  it 
should  certainly  be  said  on  Yom 
Yerushalayim? 

Rabbi  Dr  Nlsson  E  Shuhnan, 

St.  John 's  Wood  Synagogue,  London 


Herzog's  Good  Wishes 

I  am  pleased  to  read  that  you  have 
taken  over  the  editorship  of  the 
Zionist  Review.  I  recall  it  in  its 
heyday,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  you 
will  bring  it  back  to  its  previous 
level. 

Chzim  Herzog 
(Former  President  oj  Israel) 

Tel  Aviv,  Israel. 


Keeping  in  Touch 
with  Relatives 

We  are  an  organisation  formed  by 
the  families  of  Olim  and  affiliated  to 
the  Zionist  Federation  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

BORA  was  set  up  to  help 
members  keep  in  close  contact  with 
their  relatives  in  Israel.  We  are 
fulfilling  our  aims  in  a  number  of 
ways.  For  example,  we  have  been 
fortunate  to  obtain  various 
concessions,  such  as  special  rates  on 
certain  air  fares. 

There  is  also  a  24  hour 
emergency  telephone  link,  for  those 
in  Israel  without  the  benefit  of  a 
telephone. 

If  you  have  family  in  Israel  COME 
AND  JOIN  US.  Annual  Subscription 
£8  per  couple,  £5  single. 

Joe  Daniels,  6  Mayfair  Terrace, 
Southgate  N14  6HJ 
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THE   VOICE   OF   AUSCHWITZ   SURVIVOR   8482 


LILLI   KOPECKY 


Further  Information:   LILLI  KOPECKY,  44  Habiluyim  Street.  Apt.  27.  52297  Ramat  Can,  Israel 

First  of  all,  I  want  to  thank  the  Editor  of  the  INTERNET  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to 
voice  in  this  paper,  in  what  we  intend  be  a  regular  column,  the  ideas,  apprehensions  and 
sometimes  —  hopefully  —  even  suggestions  of  concentration  camps  survivors.  I  understand 
that  this  is  a  new  dimension  of  your  powerful  newsletter,  and  I  will  do  my  very  best  to 
keep  up  your  standard. 

It  is  my  hope  that  by  learning  through  my  column  how  it  happened  to  me,  to  us,  to  all  of 
those  who  fell  victims  to  Nazism,  the  world  may  learn  how  to  avoid  or  —  as  now  with  the 
Kurds   —  how  to  face  another  catastrophe. 

A  NEW  FORM  OF  "LITERATURE" 


For  many  years,  survivors  have  watched  with  apprehen- 
siveness  and  despair  the  many  pamphlets  and  books 
written  even  by  scholars  and  academicians  all  over  the 
world  that  seek  to  whitewash  Hitler  and  condone  the 
dreadful  deeds  of  the  Nazi  regime.  Some  of  us  thought 
it  was  a  passing  phenomenon,  while  others  thought  that 
those  of  us  who  wanted  to  fight  this  trend  openly  and 
actively  were  wrong  for  giving  them  too  much  attention. 
In  later  columns  I  will  come  back  to  this  topic. 

When  I  would  complain  about  this  kind  of  "literature," 
a  very  dear  friend  of  mine  in  New  York  always  comforted 
me  by  saying,  "Just  wait  a  little  bit  longer,  we  will 
still  live  to  see  the  day  when  the  victimizers  will 
start  telling  unashamedly  their  stories  and  the  world 
will  believe  them  what  they  did  not  believe  us!"  And 
so  It  has  happened  indeed.   In  recent  years,  more  and 
more  books  are  published  in  which  the  victimizers' 
state  what  the  appeasers  of  Nazism  had  tried  to 
belittle  or  even  to  deny.  In  later  columns  I  will 
discuss  and  review  many  of  these  books. 

But  there  is  a  third  movement  which  has  developed  In 
the  meantime.  There  1s  also  a  new  breed  of  some  young 
German  Journalists  who  really  want  to  find  out  the 
truth.  For  these  journalists  the  truth  means  more  than 
cheap  condonation  and/or  denial  of  gruesome  facts. 

Today,  I  would  like  to  acquaint  readers  with  one  of 
these  "new  men."  GUNTHER  SCHWARBERG.  who  was  a  child 
when  Hitler  came  to  power,  and  by  the  end  of  the  war  he 
was  a  marine  who  hated  his  uniform  and  the  swastika. 


As  a  journalist  he  attended  the  MAJDANEK  TRIAL;  he 
wrote  about  "the  greatest  ship  disaster,"  not  that  of 
the  Titanic,  but  the  bombardment  of  ships  carrying 
concentration  camps  inmates  in  the  Bay  of  Lubeck,  Hay 
3,  1945,  leaving  7,500  dead. 

In  his  book  The  Murderer's  Washing  Machine1  he  contends 
that  after  WW  II  all  those  who  needed  to  be 
"whitwashed"  were  put  into  a  giant  washing  machine  with 
enough  juridical  powder  which  forced  "blood  out  and 
white  in."  Into  the  machine  went  the  murderers  and  out 
came  starched  white  vests  which  can  be  seen  on  many 
politicians  after  many,  many  years.  To  witness:  from 
94,756  proceedings  against  Nazi  criminals  since  the  end 
of  the  war,  only  6,482  criminals  were  convicted! 

In  the  book  at  hand,  Schwarberg  explains  in  detail 
thirteen  murder  cases  —  in  his  own  words  "so  that 
neither  the  murderers  nor  the  victims  will  be 
forgotten." 

I  want  to  review  just  one  of  these  thirteen  murder 
cases,  case  no.  3,  "A  children's  murderer  receives 
compensation."  On  April  20,  1945,  20  children  between 
five  and  twelve-years  old  were  hanged  1n  the  cellar  of 
the  elementary  school  at  Bullenhuser  Embankment  in 
Hamburg  —  after  having  been  used  in  tuberculoses 
experiments  by  SS  doctors  —  together  with  48  inmates 
of  the  Neuengamme  concentration  camp,  among  them  24 
Russian  POWs,  two  French  professors  and  two  Dutch  male 
nurses.  A  British  Military  Tribunal  convicted  the 
murderers  and  hanged  them  October  8,  1946.  However, 
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three  murderers  could  not  be  found:  SS  Obersturmfuehrer 
ARNOLD  STRIPPEL,  leader  of  the  murder  command,  and  two 
doctors  who  had  prepared  the  experiments  in  the  German 
Red  Cross  Institution  at  Hohenlychen,  HANS  KLEIN,  H.D. 
and  KURT  HEISSHEYER.  M.D.  The  twenty  children  were 
injected  with  Tbc  bacteria  and  the  children's  lymph 
nodes  eliminated  by  operation. 

Hans  Klein,  M.D.,  started  after  WW  II  as  a  pathologist 
at  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  where  he  became  prof- 
essor, trained  10,000  students  and  in  his  later  years 
enjoyed  his  social  security  payments  as  esteemed  prof, 
emeritus  in  Neckarsteinach  until  his  death  in  1985! 

Kurt  Heissmeyer,  H.D.,  was  found  nineteen  years  after 
WW  II  in  Magdeburg  where  he  had  become  a  lung 
specialist.  He  was  indicted  and  in  1966  sentenced  to 
life  imprisonment  "because  he  saw  no  difference  between 
his  guinea  pigs  and  a  Jewish  child."  He  died  in  1967. 

The  Public  Prosecution  Office  in  Hamburg  —  although 
well  informed  about  the  case  due  to  the  British 
Military  Proceedings,  started  investigation  of  and 
proceedings  against  Arnold  Strippel  only  after  a  report 
in  1964  made  by  a  former  concentration  camp  survivor, 
RUDOLF  GOTTSCHALK.  The  proceedings,  however,  were 
stopped  by  the  Main  Public  Prosecutor  in  1967.   I  do 
not  want  to  go  here  into  the  really  gruesome  details, 
but  I  recommend  reading  the  whole  book  —  which 
unfortunately  so  far  has  been  published  only  in  German 


—  so  that  everybody  can  learn  what  to  expect  when 
hate,  anti-Semitism  and/or  racism  overtakes  all  human 
and  humane  feelings. 

Strippel  had  left  a  bloody  trail  through  various 
concentration  camps  and  had  been  convicted  by  a  court 
in  Frankfurt  for  the  murder  of  twenty-one  Jews  in  the 
concentration  camp  of  Buchenwald;  he  had  been  sentenced 
to  twenty-one  times  life  imprisonment.   However,  1n  the 
Cold  War  climate,  he  succeeded  in  having  his  case 
re-assessed:  now  he  was  sentenced  to  a  total  of  only 
six  years  in  prison;  and  for  the  years  he  had  been  in 
prison  in  addition  to  the  new  sentence  of  six  years 
only,  he  received  a  restitution  payment  of  DM  121,500. 
After  loud  protests  by  the  media,  the  case  was  again 
"re-examined"  over  four  years,  and  even  in  1987  the 
pertaining  questions  were  still  "being  examined." 
Three  juoges  under  the  chairmansnip  of  GUNTER  BERTRAM 
asked  for  a  medical  evaluation  and  without  ever  having 
seen  Strippel,  the  judges  found  him  "unable  to  stand 
trial."  Since  then  the  former  SS  officer  Arnold 
Strippel,  unburdened  by  the  murder  of  twenty  innocent 
children,  can  walk  his  own  grandchild  to  kindergarten 
every  morning! 

The  other  twelve  cases  also  show  those  of  us  who  want 
to  know,  see  and  tell  the  full  truth,  and  not  be 
uncaring  bystanders,  what  can  happen  in  a  society  that 
does  not  protect  life.  We  must  all  vow  — 
NEVER  AGAIN  TO  BE  SILENT. 


Die  Morderwaschmaschine.  Gunther  Schwarberg,  Steidl  publishers,  Gottingen,  1990.   ISBN  3-88243-097-4 


TO  THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  OF  GERMANY 


As  a  survivor  of  Auschwitz,  I  am  addressing  the  young 
people  of  Germany  today  who  are  being  stirred  up  again 
by  unscrupulous  polemicists  interested  only  in  their 
own  gains,  and  used  by  them  as  mouthpieces,  just  as 
they  had  been  used  during  the  time  of  Nazi  rule. 


I  do  not  want  to  speak  to  you  as  a  Jew  from  israe 
rather  as  a  human  being! 


but 


Since  the  seventies,  criminals,  and  lawless  companies 
from  East  and  West,  were  supplying  Iraq  not  only  with 
chemical  and  biological  weapons  but  also  with  the  know- 
how  for  nuclear  warfare. 

I  have  never  heard  of  a  single  German  youth  protesting 
when  his  family  and  friends  made  a  fortune  on  these 
weapons  supplies.  You  also  did  not  give  serious 
consideration  to  their  ecological  threat.  Of  course, 
these  weapons  were  to  be  used  only  against  Israel, 


i.e.,  the  Jews.  This  Is  where  the  hypocrisy  starts: 


that  people  are  suddenly  protesting  now,  ever  since 


they  realized  that  these  weapons  could  be  used  against 
them,  and  not  only  against  Israel! 

Perhaps,  this  war  could  have  been  prevented,  if  the 
thousands  of  today's  demonstrators,  including  many 
of  you,  had  paid  attention  in  the  eighties,  when  it 
became  known  worldwide  that  Saddam  was  receiving 
these  weapons,  and  had  tried  to  stop  these  shipments 
then.  Did  you,  for  instance,  know  that  Saddam 
Hussein  murdered  thousands  of  his  own  citizens  — 
Kurds  —  and  expelled  thousands  more  from  the  region 
they  had  inhabitated  for  centuries,  because,  as  the 
Kurds  themselves  reported,  the  region  contained  uran- 
ium which  Saddam  Hussein  needs  for  his  nuclear  plants? 

To  protest  against  the  Just  war  of  the  Coalition 
forces  means  that  you  --  the  new  German  youth  whom  I 
had  hoped  to  be  free  of  the  mistakes  of  the  Nazi  rule 
—  are  prepared  to  speed  up  the  "final  solution  of 
the  Jewish  question"  which  Hitler's  successor,  Saddam 
Hussein,  is  planning  to  carry   out. 


Excerpts   from  an  open    "Letter  to   the  German  youth"  by  Lilli   Kopecky  published  in  Berlin 
The  Letter  was  on  the  billboards  of  many  high  schools  and  colleges  in  the  former  East 
and   West  Germany. 
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NOVEMBER  1938  -  NOVEMBER  1991 


I  cannot  but  recall  the  Reich's  Pogrom  Night 
which  ~  in  my  opinion  —  falsely  is  usually 
called  "Crystal  Night"  serving  only  to  con- 
fuse the  listener  or  reader  and  to  veil  the 
truth.   In  reality,  the  Third  Reich's 
Pogrom  Night  —  the  night  of  November  9th 
to  10th,  1938  --  had  been  prepared  1 ong 
before  then  17-year-old  stateless  German 
Polish  Jew,  Hershel  Grynszpan  shot  Ernst 
vom  Rath.  Legation  Secretary  of  the  German 
Embassy  in  Paris.   It  is  still  not  clear 
what  was  the  real  motive:  whether  Grynszpan, 
aggravated  by  the  news  that  his  family  had 
been  deported  from  Germany,  was  taunted  by 
Nazi  agents  in  Paris;  or  whether  it  was 
rooted  in  the  homosexuality  of  both  men, 
who  knew  each  other  in  Paris.   Not  wanting 
to  be  accused  of  sensationalism,  I  urge 
readers  interested  in  the  background  to 
read  Robert  M.W.  Kempner's  (U.S.  Prosecutor 
at  the  Nuremberg  Trials)  article  published 
in  a  book,  the  translated  title  of  which  is 
"Nobody  Was  Near  and  Nobody  Knew  It. " ■ 


Since  pre-Christian  days  there  have  been 
many  pogroms,  but  the  sad  "honor"  goes  to 
the  Nazi  regime  for  having  prepared  a 
pogrom  to  rob  and  kill  Jews  long  in 
advance . 
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LIFTING  THE  "TABOO"  ON  THE  NUREMBERG  WAR  CRIMES  TRIAL 


After  WW  II.  thirteen  Nazi  War  Crimes 
Trials  supposedly  showed  who  had  planned 
all  those  crimes.   They  were  also  supposed 
to  disclose  how  millions  of  people  could 
have  been  robbed  and  murdered,  how  nearly 
all  of  Europe  was  practically  "freed"  of 
Jews  and  Gypsies,  how  euthanasia  was 
practiced  in  German  hospitals  and 
institutions,  how  millions  of  slave  workers 
were  brought  into  Germany  in  the  twentieth 
century  --  and  all  this  seemingly  happened 
without  the  Germans  knowing  about  it. 

Only  a  very  few  guilty  men  from  the  top 
were  brought  to  justice  in  the  first 
Nuremberg  trial.   Most  of  the  victimizers 
were  enveloped  in  generous  silence  and 
hidden  by  darkness. 

The  twelve  ensuing  Nuremberg  trials  against 
he  crimes,  the  "elite"  of 


the  civil  service,  the  army  and  the 
industry,  were  surrounded  in  mist, 
receiving  no  public  mention  in  German. 
And  in  the  wake  of  the  "cold  war"  man 
those  who  had  been  accused,  tried  and 
sentenced,  were  freed  and  all  the  "el 
--  the  lawyers,  the  doctors,  the  civ' 
servants  (e.g.  in  the  Foreign  Office 
Finance  Ministry),  the  leaders  of  the 
industry  and  banks  once  more  breathed  easy. 
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Only  in  the  early  1980's  did  the  "Qua 
of  German  Historians"  cause  the  city 
Nuremberg  to  check  the  proceedings  of 
trials  in  their  archives.  Then  it  be 
clear  that  Hitler  by  himself  could  no 
did  not  plan  all  those  crimes,  as  had 
imolied  by  the  accused.  And  the  city 
Nuremberg  invited  international ly  kno 
scientists  and  writers  to  participate 
d-scussion  of  what  really  happened,  b 
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an  :ne  court  records.   The  date  for  the 
-nscussion  was  set  for  the  40th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Dcening  of  the  trial  against 
". ie  lawyers.   "he  book  --  part  of  which  is 
-eviewed  briefly  here  --  contains  the 
lectures  given  during  the  "Nuremberg 
Dial ogue  , "  1937  .  ■ 


to  Julius  Streicher  (one  of  t n e  organizers 
of    the  "Reich's  Pogrom  Night":  only  the  day 
after  the  state- inspired  p  o  g  *  o  m  1  Then  news- 
papers wrote  tin  translation;:  "...Coulc 
the  voice  of  the  people  ever  be  more 
clear?..."   But  after  the  war,  nobody 
remembered  anything. 
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One  explanation  --  used  in  history  lessons 
in  many  German  schools,  and  depending  on 
the  political  belief  of  the  teacher  --  led 
students  to  accept  that  Stalin's 
annihilation  of  the  middle  classes  led 
Hitler  to  the  annihilation  of  the  "Jewish 
race"  and  thus  was  only  an  act  of  revenge. 
Arthur  Koestler  classified  capitalism  as 
"tradition  decayed,"  Communism  as  "Utopia 
betrayed,"  and  National  Socialism  as 
"destruction  arrayed."   In  Claude 
Lanzmann's  film,  "Shoah,"  Raul  Hilberg 
said:  "From  the  4th,  5th  or  6th  century 
Christian  missionaries  told  the  Jews  'You 
cannot  live  among  us  as  Jews.'   The  secular 
rulers  in  the  late  Middle  Ages  said,  *You 
cannot  live  among  us,'  and  the  Nazis 
decided  'You  are  not  allowed  to  live.1" 


ing  on  the  topic  of 
of  State  Criminality" 
f  administering  the 

Legalizing  the 
sh  property ,  or  of 
zat  i  on  ( these 
of  the  doctors  or  the 
quired  "new  laws"  -- 
t1  es  refused  to 
ser  of  justice"  made 

implementation." 
us  exampl es  of  how 
idden  by  lame  legal 
s  of  implementation 


JOERG  FRIEDRICH 

,  speak 

"Norms  and  Legalizing 

pointed  out  the 

task  o 

1  aw  in  the  Th i  r 

d  Reich 

"  Aryan ization" 

of  J e w i 

euthanasia  and 

s  t  e  r  i  1  i 

accordi  ng  to  th 

e  whim 

1  awyers)  woul d 

have  re 

whi  ch  the  Naz  i 

authori 

i  ssue .   So  the 

"  d  i  s  p  e  n 

do  with  new  "or 

ders  of 

Fr1 edr  i  ch  gives 

numeroi 

nefarious  deeds 

were  h 

excuses,  called 

"order: 

of  the  law." 

HERMANN  GLASER  discusses  very  interestingly 
the  tooic  "Hide  (totschweigen),  exonerate, 
push  the  blame  on  somebody  else  --  the 
overcoming  (Bewa 1 t i gung)  of  the  past  in  the 
successor  state."   For  me  it  is  of  great 
Interest  that  Glaser  speaks  of  "collective 
shame"  because  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
c  i  vi 1 1  an  (  !  )  not  uniformed  crowd  listening 


The  jurists  who  had  labored  so  unceasingly 
to  eliminate  the  most  notorious  "habitual 
criminals,"  suddenly  discovered  after  1945 
the  "habitual  innocents"  -  namely  them- 
selves!  They  had  so  many  murders  on  their 
consciences.   But  since  they  personally 
knew  nothing  of  criminality,  they 
considered  themselves  totally  blameless. 
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A  SURVIVOR  LOOKS  AT  YUGOSLAVIA;  AND  OTHER  COMMENTS  ON  THE  NUREMBERG  WAR  CRIMES  TRIAL 

[Cont'd  from  INTERNET  34] 


At  this  time  of  writing  my  article  for  Issue  35,  we  all 
are  appalled  hearing,  seeing  and  reading  the  terrible 
news  about  what  is  going  on  in  Yugoslavia.   Many  of  us 
are  not  aware  of  the  long-standing  differences  among 
the  various  peoples  of  this  unfortunate  country.  May  I 
be  permitted  to  recall  an  Incident  in  my  childhood 
relating  to  the  same  conflict. 

In  the  1920s  —  I  do  not  recall  the  exact  year  —  Mrs. 
Hencia  Carniciu  (I  do  not  know  whether  the  spelling  is 
right)  shot  dead  her  political  opponent  in  the 
Burgtheater  in  Vienna.  Her  lawyer  asked  the  court  to 
let  her  stay  under  police  supervision  in  a  private 
hospital  so  that  Professor  Neuman,  who  was  then  the 
best  lung  specialist  in  the  world,  could  treat  her  for 
tuberculosis.  She  was  brought  to  my  uncle's 'private 
hospital,  "Himmelhof,"  where  a  cordon  of  police 
surrounded  her  room  and  was  also  stationed  below  her 
window.  As  an  about-11-year-old  and  very  curious  girl, 
I  tried  to  visit  her  to  find  out  why  she  had  wanted  to 
kill  another  human  being.  Of  course,  the  police 
objected.  Not  being  deterred  so  easily,  I  quietly 
slipped  away  and  returned  1n  official  nurse's  clothing 
pushing  a  tea-cart,  and  was  admitted.  None  of  my 
family  members  knew  —  but  I  was  a  very  determined 
girl .  For  about  an  hour  of  my  young  life.  I  sat  next 
to  her  bed  asking  questions.  And  I  got  my  answers. 
She  tried  to  explain  to  me  the  old  hatred  between 
Croatians  and  Serbs,  and  differences  In  religion, 
culture  and  life  style.  That  was  to  be  my  first  lesson 
in  "world  politics."  When  I  returned  home  to  ny 
parents  in  Brno,  Czechoslovakia,  she  wrote  me  a  long 
letter  again  trying  to  justify  and  explain  her  crime. 
When  my  mother  saw  the  letter.  I  got  slapped  very 
hard  and  had  to  promise  "never  again  to  fraternize  with 
a  murderess."  I  never  forgot  the  Incident  because  I 
felt  I  had  been  punished  unjustly. 

Hany  years  went  by  and  VLADIMIR  DEDIJER1  in  his  article 
"Occupying  Power  as  Terror"  in  the  book  Light  on  the 
Shadow  of  the  Past.  Lifting  the  "Taboo"  on  the 
Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Trials'  explained  that  in  addition 
to  documentation  "from  above"  —  meaning  the  state,  the 
army,  the  parties,  the  churches  and  institutions  —  he 
also  gathers  historical  evidence  "from  down  below"  by 
asking  people  on  the  streets  in  order  to  learn  of 
their  memories  and  experiences,  their  hopes  and 
disappointments,  and  their  fears.*  Based  on  these 
considerations,  Dedijer  might  conclude  that  the  peoples 
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(Thus  at  least  a  nucleus  of  the 
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as  the  whole  population  was 

and  Roma  [Gypsies] .) 


I  would  like  to  add  here  my  own  view  on  the  historical 
development  during  WW  II:  In  the  "free"  Hitler-puppet 
state  of  Croatia,  concentration  camps  were  opened  for 
Serbs,  Jews  and  Gypsies.  Life  in  these  camps  did  not 
differ  much  from  the  camps  in  the  East  except  for  the 
gas  chambers  —  and  only  very  few  people  survived.  The 
army  of  Moslem  Croatians,  blessed  by  the  Mufti  of 
Jerusalem,  fought  willingly  and  cruelly  on 
the  side  of  the  Nazis.4  Serbian  partisans  fought 
together  with  Jews  in  the  mountains  against  the  Nazis. 
Of  those  who  were  caught  not  many  survived. 

In  WW  II  many  Serbs  and  Jews  lost  their  lives  because 
they  had  firmly  believed  that  Germany  was  a  law-abiding 
state.5  Dedijer  also  speaks  of  Jasenovac,  the 
third-largest  concentration  camp  in  all  of  Europe  and 
of  the  fact  that  in  Croatia  also  the  Eastern  Orthodox 
Catholic  Church  was  persecuted  and  lost  many  of  their 
arch-bishops,  bishops,  priests  and  monks. 

I  want  to  close  this  chapter  on  Dedljer's  article  with 
his  remark  that,  unfortunately,  most  historians 
re-write  history  within  their  own  Identification  with 
the  almighty  state  —  which  can  be  the  aggressor  -- 
from  the  era  of  the  pharoahs  until  today,  thus 
stressing  the  dogma  of  absolute  loyalty  to  the  state. 
It  is  necessary  to  always  question  our  theoretical  and 
methodological  assumptions  in  order  to  find  new  ways 
and  alternate  thinking  in  historiography. 

In  the  same  book  CHRISTIAN  FREOERIK  RUETER*,  a  Dutch 
lawyer,  discussed  the  difficult  task  of  the  criminal 
prosecution  of  state  crimes  carried  out  by  the  military 
and  the  police.  These  crimes,  however,  are  not  only  a 
problem  of  the  German  past,  but  have  been  and  are  still 
being  committed,  e.g..  the  prosecution  of  U.S.  soldiers 
for  excesses  in  My  Lai.  As  TELFORD  TAYLOR'  stated,  "In 
substance  (was)  American  military  practice  on  trial." 
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Thus,  crimes  ordered  by  the  state  are  always  carried 
out  by  a  whole  group  of  persons,  not  by  individuals, 
and  many  even  occur  not  on  order  but  as  products  of 
silent  consent  of  the  state  or  as  a  consequence  of  a 
strategy  or  tactic  which  1s  wrong  by  Juridical  measure. 
This,  Rueter  states,  is  the  case  especially  for  the 
military  and  police  in  the  Third  Reich.  To  dare 
criticize  or  question  an  order  of  superiors  would  have 
meant  "insurrection,"  and  implementing  such  orders 
usually  meant  "climbing  up  the  ladder  of  one's  career.' 


were  not  found  —  but  he  was  suspected  of  daring  to 
"fraternize"  with  us.  As  punishment,  he  was  demoted 
and  transferred  as  a  mere  "guard"  to  Birkenau  —  but  he 
was  not  even  sent  to  the  front  and  continued  in 
Birkenau  to  help  Jewish  women.  How  I  saved  my  life 
that  day  is  quite  another  story... Only  sadists  and 
criminals  performed  the  crimes  of  our  oppressors ! 
Nocccy  *as  *orceo  to  do  it.   If  they  had  refused,  the 
worst  punishment  would  have  been  for  them  to  be  sent  to 
a  fighting  unit  at  the  Eastern  front. 


During  and  after  the  various  trials  of  Nazi  war 
criminals  it  became  evident  that  —  with  the  exception 
of  the  first  Nuremberg  Trial  —  only  those  executing 
the  crimes  were  put  on  trial,  while  the  "policy  making 
level"  of  the  law  and  of  German  industry  was  never 
brought  before  a  court,  although  these  people  had 
developed  the  strategy  of  crimes,  and,  as  Telford  Tay- 
lor said,  influenced  the  general  standards  of  behavior. 

May  I  raise  the  voice  of  survivors  to  ask  the  important 
question:  what  can  be  done  to  influence  memoers  of  such 
"policy  making  levels"  to  adhere  in  the  future  to  human 
and  humane  standards?  How  can  we  help  in  order  to 
avoid  future  catastrophes  of  genocides? 

To  prove  that  the  excuse  of  most  war  criminals,  "We 
would  have  been  killed  1f  we  did  not  obey,"  is  nothing 
but  a  lie,  I  state  from  my  own  experience  1n  the 
extermination  camp  of  Auschwi tz-Birkenau  the  following: 
As  told  in  my  book.  In  the  Shadow  of  the  Flames.  Six 
Lectures  on  the  Holocaust*.  I  was  working  from  August 
1942  In  the  Registrar's  Office  of  the  political 
Department.  During  the  winter  months  1942-43  I  was 
assigned  to  work  for  Unterscharfuehrer  Corporal 
Rudasch.  He  took  letters  from  me  and  many  other  girls 
and  brought  back  to  us  answers  from  family  members, 
fotos  which  gave  many  women  the  strength  to  go  on,  and 
he  even  visited  my  brother-in-law  informing  him 
candidly  about  the  gas  chambers,  selections,  etc.  Once 
he  handed  me  the  answers  for  all  the  girls,  and  while 
hiding  them  under  my  skirt,  I  was  caught.  The  letters 


GERALD  FLEMING'  chose  as  his  topic  "Orders  and 
Responsibility,"  and  analyzed  the  awareness  of  the 
chief  executioner  of  the  "Final  Solution  of  the  Jewish 
Question,"  Heinrich  Hlmmler,  Chief  of  the  SS  and  of  the 
German  Police.  Citing  secret  meetings  with  generals  on 
January  26.  1944  in  Posen,  May  5,  1944  in  Sonthofen,  as 
well  as  the  meetings  on  May  24,  1944  and  June  21.  1944, 
Fleming  shows  that  Hlmmler  had  always  stressed  the 
awesome  and  difficult  but  —  for  the  security  of  the 
"fatherland"  —  necessary  implementation  of  the 
Fuehrer's  order.   Thus  he  relayed  part  of  the 
responsibility  of  executing  the  orders  to  the  military 
leaders.  With  this  documentation  he  disproves  DAVID 
IRVING's  claim  that  Hitler  never  ordered  the 
extermination  of  the  Jews  and  hardly  knew  about 
Himmler's  "Final  Solution."10 

RAUL  HILSERG's  topic  was  "aryanization"  of  Jewish 
capital  and  annihilation  through  work.11  Interestingly, 
more  than  half  of  all  the  documents,  seized  by  the 
Western  Allies  and  used  1n  the  12  trials  discussed  1n 
the  book  at  hand  referred  to  the  industry  and  the 
banks.  Through  aryanization  Germans  bought  for  next  to 
nothing  the  Jewish  businesses  not  only  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  but  even  partly  in  Slovakia.  Poland  and 
Hungary,  in  the  Balkans  and  even  In  France!  Small 
businesses  were  eliminated  and  the  big  German  firms 
grew  bigger  with  the  help  of  banks.  The  big  German 
firms  used  slave  labor,  as  did  "Organization  Todt" 
building  the  road  system  in  occupied  Poland  and  Russia. 
Most  of  the  slave  laborers  died,  only  some  survived. 


Notes: 

1.  Prof.   Or.  Vladimir  Dadljer.   Jugoslav  "partisan-professor."  member  of  the  Serbian  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Arts,   Bmlgrada;   Chairman  of  the  ftuaaall 
Tribunal;    pub),    among  others:    The   Time   Bomb.    Sarajevo    (1914)    and  Vienna    (1967);    Stalin's  Lost   flattie:    Memories    19*8-1953,    Vienna    (1970). 

2.  Frledrlch,    Joarg,    a  Wollenberg,    Joerg    (Eds.)     (1987).    Llcht    In  dan   Schatten   dar  Vergangennol t .      Zur   Enttaaui sierung   der   fjuarnperger 
Kriegsverbrecherprozesae.    (Light  on  the  Shadow  of  the  Past:   Lifting  the  "Taboo"  on  thm  Nuremberg  War  Crimes  Trials).    Frenkfurt/Hein-Berlln: 
Ul  Istein  Publ .    ISBN  3-548-33oflfl-6. " 

3.  Thsee  unpublished  documents   ara  gathered   in  the   Bant  I  ay   Historical    Library,    Collection  of  Vladimir  Dadljer,    Ann  Arbor,    MI,    and   In  MX,    Ljubljana, 
Jugoslav! Ja. 

*.      Described   In  detail    by  Klaus  von  Huenchhausen ,    In  Die   Zeit    (Time),    Hamburg,    No.    37,    September   7,    1990,   pf>-    «5-*6. 

5.  Dadljer.  Vladimir   (unpublished  manuscript.  Harvard  university!.    Jewish  Resistance   In  World  War   II   -  The  View  of  a  Jugoslav  Partisan. 

6.  Rueter,   Chrlstlaan  Fradarlk   (orofessor  of  law  at   the  University  of  Amsterdam)    (Ed.).     Collection  of  12  volumes.    Justice  and  NS  Crimes.    1968-1981. 
and  The  Tokyo  Trial ,   both  Amsterdam. 

7.  Tsylor,   Telford   (1971).   Nuremberg  and  Vietnam:   An  American  Tragedy.   New  York,   p.    166. 

8.  Kooecky,    Lllll     (1982).    In   the   Shadow   o/    the   Hamas:    STx   Lactures~5n   the   Holocaust.    Atlanta,    GA:    Emory  University.    Witness   to   thm  Holocaust 
Series,    p.    19.    ISSN  0-89937-331-3: 

9.  Gerald  Fleming,  British  hlstorlen.  Lector  Emeritus  at  the  University  of  Surrey. 

10.  Irving,    David    (1977).    Hitler's  War.    New  York:   Viking  Press. 

11.  Htlberg,   Raul    (hlstorlen,   professor  at   the  University  of  Vermont)    (1979).    The  Destruction  of  the  European  Jaws.   New  York:   Merpar  and  Row   [first 
ad..    Quadrangle   Booke,    1961).    ISBN  0-O6-09O660-X . 

(Lilli  Kopecky  is  away  on  an  extended  trip  at  the  time  this  issue  goes  to  press  and  therefore  it  was  not 
possible  to  complete  several  missing  elements  in  the  above  bibliographic  citations  —  Ed.) 
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,nvU.d  by  the  Mayor  of  Berlin  for  the  official  opening 
of  the  memorial  exhibition  in  the  WANNS EE  VILLA,  to  be 
briefly  described  later  in  this  article.  I  dec  ded  to 
rive  a  week  earlier  in  order  to  see  for  myse If  th. 
changes  which  we  are  witnessing  in  Europe  since  1989  and 
which  seemingly  did  not  yet  come  to  an  end   But  better 
th  n  I  ever  could  describe  the  latest  -  and  for  many  of 
us  even  frightening  -  new  happenings  the  reign  ng 
Hayor  of  Berlin.  EBERHARO  D1EPKEN.  mentioned  the.  in  an 
article  published  in  the  January  1992  issue  of  Die 
nannung"'  from  which  I  quote  in  translation:  "Who  still 
refers  that  about  2  decades  ago  we  were  happy  when 
after  two  previous  decades  without  telephone  connection, 
telephone  circuits  were  installed  between  West  and  East 

n  alb  it  only  ten?  I  mention  this  only  because  < 
shows  the  barely  understandable  development  and  changes 
in  our  city,  in  our  country,  in  Middle  and  Eastern 
"rope.  Now.  after  the  end  of  the  East-West  confronU- 
t  on  we  have  the  chance  of  a  lasting  peac< ,  ,r .  d..oer. 
tic.  free,  opened-up  Europe.  Especially  after  forty 
years  of  our  city  being  divided,  two  opposing  social 
orders  and  completely  different  styles  of  deve  opment 
are  meeting.  However,  a  solution  here  can  be  found  much 
easier  than  the  solution  of  the  problems  which  our 
neighbors  to  the  East  and  Southeast  are  facing. 

"The  daily  chores  after  unification  are  much  more 
pa nfu   nd  difficult  than  were  the  festivities  one  or 
two  years  ago.  1  will  not  name  the  tasks  except  only 
one  which  is  of  another  nature  than  the  economic. 
o ial  or  financial  problems.  The  conditions  in  our 
city  and  in  Germany  cannot  be  measured  only  by  our 
standard  of  living  which  is  impressive  in  the  whole 
world,  but  they  also  depend  on  moral  considerations  and 
that  means:  relationships  with  each  other.  And  in  this 
respect  we  are  lacking.  Extreme  right-wing  youth 
S"  those  seeking  asylum  and  hate  °'  /ore,  gners  are 
Inexcusable.  To  explain  the  calamity  one  may  cite  as 
reasons  social  causes,  fear  of  the  future  ex, s  ential 
worries;  but  all  this  is  not  enough  to  explain  it. 

"We  have  to  ask  ourselves:  What  Is  going  on  in  the  heads 


JANUARY   1992 

of  those  who  attack  children  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Tschernobyl  who.  heaven  knows,  are  in  dire  need  of 
recovery?  What  is  going  on  in  the  heads  of  rowd  es  and 
arsonists  and  those  swinging  flags  while  raging  through 
ou  c  t  s?  What  happens  in  those  heads  to  cause  anti- 
mi  tic  scribblings  and  desecration  of  Jewish  grav  - 
yards?  After  all  that  happened  between  1933  and  1915. 
this  would  have  to  be  impossible.  Did  our  schools 
fail  or  the  parental  homes?  Is  it  only  incredible 
stuoidity'  Does  social  uncertainty  explain  such  brutal 
enSvlorf  Is  the  cause  individual  -certainty   Do  we 
not  talk  enough  with  these  young  P"P'«'  B"'™' 
reproach  of  lying  holds  true  also  for  many  elderly. 

■■There  are  many  more  questions  than  enumerated  here  and 

onlookers  are  damaging  our  country. 

-After  the  terrible  twelve  years  of  National  Socialist 

&SKW.:  wrists? 

cares  for  the  weak,  the  persecuted,  the  foreign 
We  owe  this  to  ourselves  and  to  the  others,  the 
n  ighbors.  and  the  'foreigners. 'after ■  .  1  th  har we 
have  done  to  Innumerable  people  in  Europe.  What  we 
need  is  an  unmistakable,  resolute  appearance  by  ou, 
state  and  courageous  valor  to  be  shown  by  every  tingll 
one  of  us." 


To  the  preceding  I  only  want  to  add  .y  hop.  that  the 
Mayor's  words  will  be  taken  very  seriously.  May 
reason  prevail ! 


THE  WANNSEE  CONFERENCE 


January  17  1992  a  group  of  selected  guests  heard  In 
he  ann  e  luia  Professor  KURT  PATZOLD  of  Hu-bold 
University.  Berlin  lecture  on  "the  Wansee  Conference. 
Although  all  of  us  were  well  aware  of  the  relevant 
facts,  some  of  the  details  were  of  interest. 
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from  the  same  town  of  Hemel  —  the  Jews  and  the  men  now 
shooting  at  them  had  known  each  other.  One  of  the  Jews 
yelled  at  the  man  in  the  opposite  line  firing  at  him, 
"Gustav,  aim  well!"  In  Chelmno  mass  gassings  in  trucks 
had  started  December  9,  1941,  and  in  Serbia  100  Jews 
were  shot  as  reprisal  for  each  German  soldier  killed  by 
partisans. 

The  so-called  "Staatssekretaer-Sitzung"5  as  the  Wannsee 
Conference  was  originally  called,  was  presided  over  by 
HEYDRICH8  and  attended  by  a  total  of  15  men,  represent- 
ing the  technical  services  such  as  railways,  the 
bureaucracy,  and  the  Foreign  Office.  Six  of  them  had 
officer  rank,  but  there  was  no  representative  of  the 
army;  nine  belonged  to  the  highest  level  of  the  bureau- 
cracy; most  of  them  were  lawyers.  The  names  of  the  15 
participants  and  their  biographies,  as  well  as  73  of 
the  most  important  relevant  documents  are  to  be  found 
in  a  new  book,  Order  of  the  Day:  Murder  of  Jews.* 
Heydrich,  authorized  by  Goering'  to  prepare  the  tech- 
nical implementation  of  the  "Final  Solution,"  informed 
the  gathering  of  preceding  preparations,  such  as  de- 
legalization  of  the  Jews  by  the  Nuremberg  Laws.  The 
representatives  of  the  various  ministries,  such  as 
Foreign  Office,  Departments  of  Interior  and  Transporta- 
tion and  others  were  told  that  extreme  cooperation  was 
necessary  to  facilitate  quickest  implementation.  The 
whole  conference  took  lit  to  2  hours  and  the  only  ques- 
tion raised  was  whether  half-Jews  and  one-quarter  Jews 
should  only  be  sterilized  or  should  also  be  extermin- 
ated; the  final  answer  to  that  was  deferred  to  further 
meetings. 

The  day  before  the  official  opening  of  the  exhibition 
in  the  Wannsee  Villa  we  were  given  a  short  tour  and  a 
press  conference  was  held.  January  19,  1992,  marked 
the  official  opening  of  the  exhibition  with  speeches  by 
Berlin's  Mayor,  EBERHARD  DIEPKEN,  HEINZ  GALINSKI. 
Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Jews  in  Germany,  and  Prof. 
Dr.  RITA  SUESSMUTH,  President  of  the  German  Parliament. 
In  the  afternoon  we  were  invited  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Council  sponsoring  the  exhibit  to  a  series  of  lectures. 


"To  Remember  for  the  Future,"  introduced  by  Mr.  GERHARD 
SCHOENBERNER,  Chairman  and  responsible  for  the  exhibit. 
The  lecturers  and  their  topics  were:  Prof.  Dr.  WOLFGANG 
SCHEFFLER,  historian,  Berlin,  on  "The  Wannsee  Confer- 
ence. Its  Meaning  in  the  History  of  Nazi  Socialist  Mass 
Murders."  Prof.  MICHA  NEUMANN,  psychoanalyst.  Tel  Aviv, 
spoke  about  "The  Trauma  of  the  Holocaust:  The  Victims 
and  their  Children"  and  eloquently  traced  the 
association  of  the  past  to  the  present,  e.g.,  the  Gulf 
War.  Prof.  Or.  HORST-EBERHARO  RICHTER.  psychiatrist, 
from  Giessen,  lectured  on  "The  German's  Task  of 
Remembrance  and  Responsibility  for  the  Future."  He 
discussed  the  arguments  of  those  psychiatrists  favoring 
a  considerate  self--image  of  the  Germans,  and  those  who 
in  the  late  60s  had  openly  accused  parents  and  teachers 
and  thus  reproduced  in  the  next  generation  authoritar- 
ian responses  which  they  had  tried  to  combat. 

In  1989,  1.450  university  students  were  asked  whether 
they  believed  it  necessary  to  still  deal  at  the  present 
with  the  Nazi-time.  Surprisingly,  86%  answered,  "Yes, 
it  is  important."  According  to  the  latest  poll 
published  in  Per  Spiegel  (No.  4,  1992,  pp.  41-50),  one 
in  eight  Germans  today  holds  antisemitic  notions. 

The  exhibit  at  Wannsee  Villa  is  announced  by  the  state- 
ment, "In  order  to  know  who  we  are  we  have  to  know  our 
origins."  The  exhibit  was  painstakingly  put  together 
from  many  archives,  and  our  recognition  and  thanks  have 
to  go  to  those  who  helped  make  it  a  success:  Mr.  GER- 
HARD SCHOENBERNER  and  his  close  co-worker.  Dr.  JOHANNES 
TUCHEL,  to  Dr.  EKKEHARD  KLAUSA  and  to  the  architects. 
I  also  want  to  give  credit  to  Dr.  TAMAR  LAAKMAN,  in 
charge  of  the  Mediothek  including  the  library, 
bibliographies,  collection  of  documents,  microfilm  and 
microfiche,  collections  of  fotos,  films  and  videos. 

My  only  complaint  was  against  an  Israeli  who  was 
present  who  failed  to  make  it  crystal  clear  that  after 
the  Wannsee  Conference  only  Jewish  RSHA9  transports 
were  subjected  to  "selections"  for  the  gas  chambers  at 
the  ramp  of  arrival  in  Auschwitz-Birkenau. 


Notes: 
l 


01  e   Hahnunq,    translated   "REMINOER, 
Victims"    In  Berlin. 


monthly  newsletter  published  by   the   BUND  OEfl  VERFOLGTEN  DES  NAZIREGIMES,    translated   "Organization   of  Nazi 


2.  Hoyerswerda,  a  city  n**r  Leipzig  in  former  East  Germany,  where  In  the  lata  fall  of  1991  the  most  telked-about  case  of  assault  by  ultra  right-wing 
radical  youth,  neo-Nazis  and  skin-heads  took  place  on  a  home  for  those  seeking  asylum,  while  citizens  stood  by  silently  and  even  the  police  stood 
by  and  did  not    Interfere.      Those  seeking  asylum  had  to  flee  and  went   to  one  of  the  former  West  German  states. 

3.  Elnsatzgruppe,    translated  "Operational    Group,"  notorious  SS  units. 

4.  Ordnungspollzel,    translated  "Order  Police,"  a  special    unit. 

5.  Staatssekretaer-Sitzung,    translated   "Session  of   State   Secretaries." 

6.  Relnhard  Heydrich,   SS-Obergruppen fuehrer ,   Chef  der  Slcherhei tspol Izel   und  des  SO,    translated  "Chief  of  the  Security  Police  and  Security  Service." 
Appointed  Deputy  Reich  Protector  for  Bohemia  and  Moravia  on  September  27,    1941,   his  reign  of  terror  made  him  the  most  hated  man  In 
Czechoslovakia.     An  assassination  attempt  on  his  life  was  made  by  Chech  resistance  fighters  on  Hey  27,    1942,    end  Heydrich  died  of  his  wounds  9 
days   later,    on  .June   4th.      As   reprisal    the  mining  village  of   Lidice  was  completely   razed,    all    men  and  boys  were   shot,    while   the  women   and  girls 
were   teken   to  concentration   camps. 

'-         Tagesordnung:    Judenmord.    Die  Wannsee  Konferenz  em  20  Januar   1942,    translated  Order  of  the  day:   Murder  of  Jews.    The  Wannsee  Conference,    January 
20.    1942,   by  Kurt  Paetzold  and  Erika  Schwarz    (1992),   Berlin:   Hetropol    Publ .   house,    ISBN  3-92689i-l2-S. 

B.         Hermann  Gearing,   ftelchsmerschal 1 ,    translated   "State  Marshel,"   had  been  one  of   the   3  Nezfs    In   the   coalition  cabinet   when  Hitler   became  Chancellor. 
During  WW   II   he  was  Minister   of   Aviation.      Accused  and  convicted  at    the   first   Nuremberg   Trial,    he   ended  his   life  by   taking  poison  on  October    15, 
1946,    two  hours   before  he  was   to  be   hanged. 


PSMA-Relchsslcherheltshauptamt,    literally  State  Security  Office,    the  office  In  Berlin  which  dealt  with  the  -Jewish  Question.' 
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Further 


Tnfnrun*"—       '  T"  I    KOPECK,    »« 


"N  U 


MBERS       GAME"       AND       OTHER       SCAMS 


Around  a  decade  ago  in  Germany  there  was  »  «nt™ersy 

"historians.   "^^ 

hotly  among  themselves  the  nature  of  Hit  er  s  cr  me. 

After  the  excitement  subsided,   the  question  rtlll 

remained:   Was  the  Final    Solution  a  unique  P«n»8tration. 

Or  was  it  a  repetition  of  Stalin's  mass  murders,   and 

thus  just  another  "Asiatic  deed?" 

Today,   there   is  also  a  new  controversy  which  I  call   a 

"numbers  game"  as  to  exactly  how  many  Jews  were 

.ordered  in  Auschwitz  and/or   in  the  course  of  the  Final 

Solution. 

I  «  very  uneasy  as  I  watch  the  attests  to  ascertain  a 
Inure  which  I  feel  cannot  be  determined  given  the 
Present  still  limited  evidence  of  RSHA'  as  to  Jewish 
family  transports.  Not  even  an  approximation  ,s  pos- 
b   u  til  and  unless  all  the  transport  "»««<»- 
anying  every  RSHA  Jewish  family  transport  f  om  a  11 
the  countries  from  which  Jews  were  deported  in  the 
course  of  the  Final  Solution  with  the  exact  names  of 
the "eported.  men.  women  and  children  are  produced. 

-  seemingly  they  had  disappeared  Into  thin  air. 

I  personally  call  that  the  second  ■^•^.jE* 
victims,  the  murder  of  their  memory  after  the  first 
murder.  the  actual  gassing,  had  taken  place.  Their 
names  would  thus  appear  onl*  °V  The«  itstl  were 
accompanying  each  RSHA  transport   Jh.se  HsU^ 
classified  and  not  even  a  copy  was  kept  at  Auschwitz. 

But  I  am  convinced  there  must  be  e^ies  somewhere. 
After  the  fall  of  Berlin  they  may  have  been  taken  from 
the  RSHA  to  the  U.S.  Documentation  Center  in  Berlin  or 
h  Americans  could  have  included  them  in  the  tons  o 
material  sent  to  the  U.S.  They  might  «v«n  be  in  Russia. 
Copies  may  be  in  the  deportation  centers  In  P°1and;r *e 

rm  r  Soviet  Union.  Hungary,  etc.  •Ithough  those  rom 
France  and  other  Western  countries,  and  recently  also 
from  Slovakia  have  surfaced. 

In  MUteilungen  (News)'  I  found  a  good  Wjtlcle.  "The 
Oeao  of  Auscnwitz— e*  Polish  Est  mates"  «™l"n"* 
"hat  researchers  have  known  for  quite  some  time,  that 


the  concentration  camo  of  Auschwitz  originally 
etched  in  1940  for  Polish  prisoners  became  the 

ite  for'the  ,ass  murder  of  Jews  after  a   est 

n  t  .   blisned  his  estimate  of  1.47  million  people 

Poles.  Gypsies ' 

Tn  return  to  the  problem  of  statistics  itself:  one 
o    with  focusing  on  the  question  of  ho, .many 
epple  were  actually  annihilated  in  u  hwitz  s  hat 
one  can  lose  sight  of  why  they  were  k   ed   A 

EK  ssvss  *  srsfe-  .„ 

uroereo'not  because  they  were  enemies  or ■  pres  m 

enemies  but  only  because  he  ^""berg  Laws 
them  of  the  right  to  exist.  That  is     pro 
Auschwitz  -  not  the  numoer  of  dead. 

Ungbein  also  notes  that  in  no  trial  £™™^ 
of  mass  murder  in  Auschwit  did  the  accused    » 

quarters. 

when  ERNST  ZUENDEL'  was  being  tried  1n  196E I  In  Canada 

r denying  the  ^^^^^1^^^ 
LEUCHTER  appeared  in  his  d*fen"-  ^  punish»ent  In 
,as  cambers  for  carrying  out  c  pa  PUu)e(j  ^  ^ 

cental  no  traces  of  Zyxlon  B  gas  wer 
inconclusive  that  mention  w   «*  n-^utttlon. 

„,«.„  1n  Auscnw1tz/B,rrn.u    ^least^w^  ^  ^ 
different  versions  of  W    a         c,rcuiated.  One, 

rssuras'-^ft- « ■«-  «< — — 
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cccument  sines  the  *ar"l     Video  buffs  can  watcn  the 
"■^on-exDert"  in  the  act  of  pocketing  the  rucole  front 
Auscnwitz  and  Naicanek  wnich  proved  so  inconclusive. 

"here  are  countless  teennical  and  factual  proolents  with 
Leuchter's  reoort,  inaccuracies  and  confusions.  It  ts 
fortunate  that  the  Pol  1 sn  State  Museum  in  Auschwitz  has 
an  exhaustive  collection  of  original  documents  showing 
tre  construction,  ceteilec  worxlngs,  and  history  of  the 
;as  cnanoers  In  Auschwltz/Blrkenau. 

"o  this  I  can  add  ray  own  testimony,  having  been  brought 
'nta  the  old  Auschwitz  crematorium  regularly  In  1943  to 
fill  urns  for  Gernan  prisoners  wno  had  died.  Thus,  I 
rerember  the  gas  chamber  there.  The  problem,  however, 
is  that  it  is  chiefly  scholars  who  make  use  of  the 
Auschwitz  archives,  while  the  "Leuchter  ReDort"  Is 
oeing  circulated  popularly  in  Germany  and  Austria. 
This  serves  as  yet  another  reminder  as  to  how  vital  It 
is  that  each  of  us  be  informed  aoout  the  historiography 
and  facts  of  the  Holocaust  —  to  the  ena  of  taxing 
certain  that  IT  NEVER  HAPPENS  AGAIN. 

The  publication  containing  a  detailed  assessment  of 
Leuchter's  reoort.  Running  Amok  against  Reality,* 
also  contains  articles  on  other  instances  of 
revisionist  agitation:  denying  the  authenticity  of 
Anne  Frank's  Diary  —  again!';  computer  games  for 
children  designed  to  propagandize  Fascism  and  other 
rightist  ideologies';  and  yet  again  the  "numbers  game." 
In  his  article,  "Revisionist  Manipulation  of  the 
Numbers  of  Holocaust  Victims,"18  WOLFGANG  NEUGEBAUER 
mentions  how  before  the  1970s  the  revisionists  concen- 
trated their  efforts  on  reducing  the  total  number  of 
victims.  Later  they  nit-picked  Holocaust  publications 
for  minute  inaccuracies  or  necessary  inexactitudes. 
The  6  million  were  whittled  down  to  a  few  hundred 
thousand.  These  were  rendered  still  more  Insignificant 

Notes: 

1.        RSHA,   ReiehaafehorheitshauBtaart,    the  Stat*  SacuMty  Central   Office  In 


by  contrasting  their  numoer  with  the  11 1  liens  of  3e?  man 
civilian  casualties  sucn  as  !n  Dresden.  Pcoular 
sources  citea  to  lena  crecence  to  these  claims  induced 
the  UNO  and  the  International  Red  Cross.11 

In  his  voluminous  book,  Dimensions  of  Genocide,11 
WOLFGANG  BENZ  estaolishes  a  minimum  count  of  5.29 
million  and  a  maximum  of  just  over  6  million  muraered 
Jews.  But  then  it  seems  that  even  AOCLF  EICHHANN  nao 
conceded  the  figure  of  5  million  in  1945:  "Four  million 
killed  while  another  two  million  diea  in  other  ways."1* 

What  I  flna  noteworthy  in  this  wnole  game  of  number*  I 
how  getting  lost  In  statistics  and  Quibbling  over  exaL'. 
figures  can  be  an  effective  way  to  avoid  feeling  tr:e 
pain  ana  the  sorrow  of  facing  the  reality  of  monumental 
human  suffering. 

As  an  afterthougnt  to  the  game  of  numoers  I  want  to 
auate  from  3rder  of  the  Day:  ^urder  of  Jews."  already 
cited  in  internet  Issue  36,  wnere  en  oo.  105-106  we  see 
that  the  numoer  of  11  million  Jews  to  be  annihilated  in 
the  course  of  the  Final  Solution  also  included  the  fol- 
lowing countries  we  normally  ao  not  thimc  of,  because 
in  fact  the  Holocaust  did  not  reach  them,  but  it  was 
its  intention  to  do  so!: 

Country  Jews 

ENGLANO  330.000 

FINLAND  2.300 

IRELAND  4,000 

PORTUGAL  3.000 

SWEDEN  8,000 

SWITZERLAND  18.000 

SPAIN  6.000 

TURKEY  55.000 

NEVER.  NEVER  AGAIN  SHOULD  PEOPLE  STAND  IDLY  8Y  WHEN 

BEFORE  THEIR  EYES  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ARE  ABUSED  ANO  GENOCIIlr. 

IS  PRACTICED! 

Berlin,  which  dealt   with  the  "Jewish  Question." 


mttell ungen.    translated  "News,"  No.    104,   Oecaeoer  1911,   periodical   published  by  the  Oocueent a ry  Archive*  of  the  Austrian  Resistance  In  Vienna. 

Franciazea  Piper   (1991).   Hoe  Many  Perished:   Jews,    Poles,   Gypsies....   Pollgrefle.  Krakow. 

hensarvi  lengbein,    foreer  political    orisoner   In  Auschwitz.    Internationally   recognized  expert   on  Auschwitz,    author  of  Menacnen   in  Auschwitz. 
trenslsteo  People  In  Auschwitz   (19721 .  Eurooeverlag.    ISSN  3-Z03-5O414-8;   co-author  together  with  Eugen  Kogon  and  Albert  Ruacxon    of  Mass 

iCininoa   by  way   of   Pol  son  Gas~A  documentation.    Originally  national  aoziallstlscns  Hassamostungen  durch  Glftgsa    (1983).   Flscner  verlag.    ISBN 
3-10-040452-5;    author   of   »*ny   artlclns   and  other  books   on  Auschwitz. 


Auscnwfti    I  »t    Vain   Pha» 


dar  Zahl,   translated  Auschwitz   (s  not  an   Issue  of  nusoers.  Fflttellungen,  No.    104,   Dec.    1991,   see  aoove   (21 


Ernst  luenoe),   born  1939   In  Germany,    lives  since   1957  In  Canada.     Hia  publishing  fire,   Seelsdat,   suDSllet  neo-Nazi   propaganda  Material   to 
Geneeny  »no  offers  eaong  others:    The  Hoax  of   the   Twentieth  Century  by  Arthur  S.    Butz    (I97S1,   Hlstorlcel    Review  Press:    The   Six  *'^'°"   SwlTlle: 
rha  Gar— n  oaoole   are  being  olackaailed   for   n«ro  marxs  with   faoncated  coroiea.    By  Austin  J.   Acq   (19731.    Bent  face  Press;    in   i»/o-/7  eo-owfl  7  s#-.nr 
of   U.S.    nwo-Nazi    oerioolcal    white  Power  Raoort. 

"Tha  Leuchter  Report."   by   Brlgitte  Bailer-<ialanoa.    in  Running  Awofc   against   Reality    {Aaofclauf   gegen  die  wirkl ichkelt) .    Documentary  Archives  of 
the  Austrian  Resistance   in  Vienna,    1991,   p.    41, 


op.    107-112. 

pa.   83-B7.     "Revislonittiscne  Manipulation  car  Zahl   der  nolocauatoofer"  by  wol fgsng  Neugeoeuer,    one  cf  the  ieaaing  neeoers  of  tne  Executive 
Conerittoe  of   the  Oocueentary  Archlvea  of   the  Austrian  Resistance,    Vienna. 
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Wolfgang  dmt    (19911.   QI»ew>ion  oas   volkamoras,    traneiated  Ol-enaions  of   Genociqe.    31denoourg   varlag,   Munich. 
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MISTREATMENT  OF  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  IN  WW  III  A  STATEMENT  BY  A  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVOR  AND  MOTHER 


Other  Losses1  published  1n  Canada  after  30  U.S. 
publishers  had  rejected  the  historical  monograph, 
contains  a  terrible  accusation  of  "genocide"  by  U.S. 
troops  against  German  POW's  at  the  end  of  WW  II. 
Since  the  middle  1980's,  I  always  heard  from  older 
Germans  after  a  lecture  on  the  Holocaust:  "Do  you  also 
know  what  happened  1n  the  American  POW  camps?"  I 
confess,  I  never  gave  this  question  much  thought,  but 
by  then  already  a  young  German  friend  cautioned  me  to 
face  the  underlying  ongoing  "anti-Americanism,"  a 
prevalent  feeling  among  left-  and  ultra  right-wing 
Germans,  voiced  quite  openly  during  the  Gulf  War. 
Other  Losses  makes  the  explosive  and  controversial 
claim  that  a  million  German  POW's  were  mistreated  and 
starved  to  death  1n  what  PATRICK  J.  BUCHANAN*  called 
"Elsenhower's  WW  II  'Gulag.'"  The  ensuing  debate  and 
historical  controversy  were  played  out  in  the  New  York 
Times,  the  New  York  Post  and  Time  Magazine.  Also,  the 
Canadian  magazine,  Saturday  Night,  a  BBC  documentary, 
two  German  documentaries,  and  a  Canadian  TV  documen- 
tary, all  engaged  1n  discussing  the  book,  which  1s 
novelist  JAMES  BACQUE'S  first  historical  work. 

Many  mainstream  historians  believe  Bacque  confuses  two 
quite  different  genres.  Bacque  alleges  that  Elsen- 
hower's hate  of  the  Germans  made  the  crime  of  starving 
POW's  possible  and  that  1t  was  covered  up  in  Army 
records  by  listing  "Other  Losses,"  meaning  deaths  and 
escapes.  A  well-known  historian,  STEPHEN  AMBROSE,1 
refutes  Bacque's  thesis  point  by  point.  Lacking  space 
to  list  here  all  Ambrose's  assertions,  I  will  mention 
only  what  seems  to  me  were  the  most  Important  findings 
1n  the  course  of  an  examination  1n  December  1990  when 
leading  experts  on  the  period  debated  the  Issues  at  the 
Invitation  of  the  Elsenhower  Center  at  the  University 
of  New  Orleans.*  Ambrose  and  other  historians 
acknowledge  that  abuses  did  Indeed  occur  1n  POW  camps 
but  only  during  a  brief  period,  and  brutality  was  never 
official  U.S.  policy.  The  criticism  Is  that  Bacque 
misused  documents;  he  misread  documents;  he  neglected 
contrary  evidence;  his  statistical  methodology  Is 
compromised;  he  averted  evidence  he  had  gathered  In  Its 
relationship  to  the  broader  situation;  he  Ignored 
critical  sources  dealing  with  his  central  accusation 
and  made  absurd  charges.  Bacque's  point  that  food  was 
plentiful  at  war's  end  and  therefore  there  was  no  need 
to  starve  German  POW's  is  completely  refuted  by  Ambrose 
who  explains  that  a  severe  food  shortage  in  Europe 
caused  Elsenhower  to  change  the  status  of  German  POW's9 
to  that  of  "DEF"  or  Disarmed  Enemy  Forces,  to  enable 
him  to  cut  their  rations  In  order  to  conserve  much 
needed  resources.  Since  Elsenhower  had  to  relieve  a 
large  civilian  population  In  addition  to  feeding  the 


Allied  troops.  POW's,  concentration  camp  survivors  who 
mainly  concentrated  in  DP  camps,*  the  millions  of  slave 
laborers  and  millions  of  German  civilians  who  had  fled 
West  to  escape  the  Russians,  the  change  of  designation 
from  POW  to  DEF  became  necessary,  was  made  honestly  and 
In  concert  with  the  British  and  the  Russians.  Bacque 
maintains  a  daily  ration  of  1550  calories  for  the  DEF 
meant  "slow  starvation."  For  the  sake  of  comparison, 
the  dally  calorie  level  In  Paris  for  the  civilian 
population  was  1550,  the  same  for  German  civilians  — 
however  It  could  not  always  be  met,  there  was  a  much 
lower  level  1n  Russia,  and  In  Vienna,  1n  the  summer  of 
1945,  it  fell  to  500. 

"The  Fifth  Estate,"  Canada's  version  of  "60  Minutes" 
revealed  In  its  report  on  Bacque's  book  his  ties  to  the 
extreme  right  trying  to  "re-write  the  history  of  the 
Nazi  era."  His  star  witness.  MARTIN  BRECH,  a  former 
soldier  and  guard,  has  written  for  the  IHR'  and  gave  an 
Interview  to  Liberty  Lobby's'  newspaper,  Spotlight. 
Historian  ALBERT  C0WDREY  remarked  about  Bacque:  He  has 
reason  to  be  satisfied;  with  no  reputation  as  an 
historian  to  lose,  Other  Losses  can  only  enhance  his 
standing  as  a  writer  of  fiction. 

For  myself,  as  a  human  being  raised  in  a  democratic 
society,  as  a  woman  and  mother,  and  as  a  survivor  of 
the  Holocaust.  I  too  am  concerned  about  what  happens  to 
soldiers.  Here  are  some  of  the  facts  known  to  us  about 
treatment  of  the  POW's  by  the  Nazis: 
The  first  experiment  on  mass  gassing  with  zyklon-B  was 
performed  on  Russian  prisoners  of  war  by  the  Germans  1n 
Auschwitz. 

Already  in  a  radio  speech  on  May  10,  1942,  WINSTON 
CHURCHILL  mentioned  the  mass  executions  of  Russian 
prisoners  of  war  by  the  Germans.  Stern,  a  German 
weekly.  No.  18.  April  23,  1981.  shows  the  picture  of 
Russian  POW's  begging  with  outstretched  arms  for  crumbs 
of  bread.  Their  emaciated  bodies  prove  that  they  did 
not  receive  food  rations  as  prescribed  by  the  Geneva 
Convention.  AI0AN  CRAWLEY  writes  In  his  book  Escape 
from  Germany'  on  p.  190:  "Of  the  75  prisoners  who 
escaped.  3  reached  England.  50  were  recaptured  and 
shot,  5  were  sent  to  the  concentration  camp  at 
Sachsenhausen.  3  to  the  Air  Force  camp  at  Barth  and  the 
remainder  were  returned  to  Sagan."  This  In  short  Is 
the  story  of  RAF  men  from  "Stalag  Luft  3,"18  British 
fliers  1n  a  German  POW  camp! 

In  his  book  Secrets  of  the  SSt"  GLEN  B.  INFIELD'* 
candidly  discloses  many  of  the  Incredible  and  until 
then  not-even-imaginable  Nazi  war  crimes.  Whoever 
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cannot  understand  today's  ultra-right-wing  and  neo-Nazi 
activities,  their  purpose  and  aims,  should  read  this 
book.  Among  many  other  disclosures,  the  book  describes 
the  extreme  obedience  of  SS  Obersturmbannfuehrer 
JOACHIH  PEIPER1*  to  Hitler's  wishes  which  he  carried 
out  In  violation  of  "honorable"  warfare  even  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Wehrmacht,  the  German  Army's,  officers.  In 
September  1943.  2  of  his  men  were  captured  In  Italy  by 
partisans  and  upon  his  threat  to  "wipe  out"  their  whole 
village  of  Boves.  they  returned  unharmed.  Neverthe- 
less he  had  every  house  and  building  In  that  village 
burnt:  34  civilians  died  in  their  burning  houses. 

In  the  1970's  —  while  living  In  a  house  in  the  French 
village  of  Traves"  which  he  had  built  himself  and 
where  his  family,  living  in  Munich,  often  visited  him 
--  he  was  recognized  by  members  of  a  French  resistance 
group  as  "the  assassin  of  Malmedy."'*  during  what  is 
called  "the  Ardennes  offensive"  or  "the  Battle  of  the 
Bulge"  which  began  December  16.  1944.  It  has  been 
ascertained  that  his  group  had  killed  in  cold  blood  350 
American  POW's  and  at  least  100  unarmed  Belgian 
civilians  at  12  different  locations  along  his  route. 
Arrested  after  the  war  in  Austria  and  put  on  trial 
before  a  U.S.  military  court  at  Dachau  on  Hay  14.  1946, 
he  was  sentenced  and  ordered  hanged  July  11,  1946 
When  he  asked  to  be  shot  instead  of  hanged,  that  wish 
was  granted.  However,  a  few  years  later.  Die  Spinne1* 
became  powerful  enough  to  demand  "their  obulus"  for 
their  help  in  the  Cold  War:  Peiper  was  paroled  in 
December  1956.  On  July  13,  1976,  the  night  of 
"Bastille  Day."  the  French  National  holiday,  he  was 
killed  in  his  own  home  and  the  house  was  burnt  down.  A 
late  revenge  of  the  French  resistance! 
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armistice  with  the  Allied.  Until  then  that  Italian 
Division  had  guarded  the  Greek  Jonian  Islands  and  after 
the  armistice,  many  joined  the  partisans.  Formato 
maintains  to  be  the  sole  survivor  of  the  indescribable 
and  unheard-of  blood  bath  and  martyrdom. 

Two  articles  In  the  Australian  Sun  Herald1'  tell  the 
story  of  JIM  GWILLIAM  who  Joined  the  RAAF"  In  1942. 
After  a  lengthy  training  period,  on  his  second  mission, 
his  plane  was  hit  by  2  German  fighter  planes  and  set  on 
fire.  Afer  he  balled  out  on  his  pilot's  order,  members 
of  the  French  resistance  reunited  him  with  3  other 
members  of  his  crew  -  but  their  rescue  mission  was 
betrayed.  A  succession  of  prisons  followed  for  the 
handcuffed,  manacled  and  beaten  airmen.  Then  they  were 
taken  to  Buchenwald.  stripped  of  all  their  possessions, 
shaved,  and  their  files  marked  "RU."'°  Miraculously, 
their  presence  was  conveyed  by  New  Zealand  Squadron 
Leader  PHIL  LAMASON  to  German  Air  Force  officers  who 
notified  Air  Marshal  HERMAN  GOERING;  upon  his  order 
they  were  transferred  to  Stalag  Luft  3. 

"Where  Death  Wears  A  Smile""  raised  public  awareness 
of  WW  II  Australian  Veterans",  and  In  1987  Australian 
War  Veterans  illegally  held  and  mistreated  1n  Nazi 
concentration  camps"  were  offered  a  compensation  of 
A$10  000  by  their  government.  "Recognition,  at  last, 
for  the  forgotten  veterans""  reveals  the  Incredible 
story  of  WALTER  STEILBERG.  taken  P0W  by  the  Germans  in 
Greece  in  1941.  In  September  1944.  he  and  his  English 
mate,  BOB  SLATER,  picked  up  in  the  "Protectorate"" 
after  they  had  tried  to  escape,  were  handed  over  to  the 
Gestapo  instead  of  to  military  authorities.  Brought  to 
the  "small  fortress.""  they  were  stripped  of  their 
uniforms,  their  national  and  military  status,  their 
daily  diet  consisted  of  300  gm.  of  bread  and  a  cup  of 
watery  soup.  I  would  be  happy  to  mail  a  copy  of  that 
testimony  to  whoever  is  interested.   In  early  1945 
other  allied  POW's  were  brought  to  Join  the  Australian 
POW's  there.  They  were  "the  forgotten  POW's"  until 
1987! 


In  the  article  "Massacre  of  Italian  Soldiers"  published 

in  Der  Neue  Mahnruf , "  issue  October  1991,  I  found  the 

eyewitness  report  of  REGINALD0  FORMATO,  the  chaplain  of 

the  Italian  Division  "Acqui"  who  miraculously  escaped 

the  Inhuman  massacre  of  Italian  soldiers  who  had  become 

POW's  of  their  former  German  Allies  after  Italy's  ((Wl0  ...  .n  .rtici.  by  p.tHck  o.  Buch.n-n 

,.     QtKer  Lo».»  by  J.«.  B.cqu..    1989.      Toronto,   C'~*=    "^'^j;,.  k  p^Z^  "       990^     V.    Th.  «»y  Hta  **  th.  0..app..r.n0 
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THE   VOICE   OF   AUSCHWITZ   SURVIVOR   8482 

LILLI   KOPECKY 


Further  Information:   LILLI  KOPECKY,  44  Habiluyim  Street,  Apt.  27,  52297  Ramat  Gan,  Israel 

IN  1945  NAZISM  WAS  DEFEATED  -  OR  WAS  IT?! 


I  am  writing  this  article  a  few  days  after  the  day  of 
remembrance  of  the  REICH'S  POGROH  NIGHT1  marking  the 
beginning  of  what  was  to  become  "the  FINAL  SOLUTION  TO 
THE  JEWISH  QUESTION." 

I  frankly  admit  that  I  feel  more  worried  and  disturbed 
than  at  any  time  during  the  last  45  years  by  the 
anti-foreigners'  and  antlsemltlc  resentments  and  the 
recent  happenings  In  Europe,  and  especially  1n  Germany. 
The  cause  is  simple:  so  far  I  was  always  told  In 
Germany  that  there  Is  a  big  difference  between  the 
disturbances  from  1933  on  and  the  present  disturbances 
1n  the  new  unified  German  State;  then  they  were 
Initiated  and  sustained  by  the  ruling  Nazi  party  while 
today.  I  was  calmed  by  officials  and  friends,  such 
incidents  are  caused  only  by  some  extreme  right-wing 
youths,  neo-Nazis,  in  small  numbers. 

However,  such  pacification  is  not  enough  any  more  --  in 
my  opinion  —  when  the  Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Community 
in  Germany,  IGNAZ  BUBIS.  came  to  Rostock  during  the 
first  days  of  November  1992  In  a  conciliatory  visit  — 
after  police  had  proceeded  harshly  against  Jewish 
students  demonstrating  against  neo-Nazism  in  that  same 
city  —  and  was  told  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Interior 
Board  of  the  City  Council  of  Rostock,  KARL -HEINZ 
SCHMIDT:  "You  are  a  German  citizen  of  Jewish  religious 
belief,  that  is  correct,  but  your  home  Is  Israel."  I 
am  aware  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Schmidt  had  to  resign 
since  then,  and  I  am  also  aware  of  the  large 
demonstrations  in  various  German  cities  and  mainly  in 
Berlin  where  the  protest-marchers  against  neo-Naz1sm 
and  extreme  right-wing  hate  excesses  were  led  by 
President  RICHARD  VON  HIEZSAECKER  and  Chancellor  HELMUT 
KOHL  —  but  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  not 
enough  was  done  1n  the  past,  and  I  fervently  hope  that 
the  present  protests  are  not  too  late. 

It  1s  deeply  shocking  for  me  to  watch  the  "riots"  In 
Germany  and  to  see  that  among  the  rioters  there  are  not 
only  young  skin-heads  and  neo-Nazis,  but  that  even 
decent  people  around  them  stand  by  watching  Just  like 
"1n  the  good  old  days  of  Nazi  rule."  And  how  about 
some  men  of  the  police  force  "just  watching"  without 
interfering;  and  how  about  the  fact  that  some  young 
soldiers  have  Joined  the  rioters? 

Will  the  protest  marches  contain  the  rioters?  What  can 
be  done  to  contain  the  fever  and  madness  of  racism  and 
hate  of  everything  "different?" 

Right  now  we  are  witnessing  that  Germany  1s  deporting 


Romanian  Immigrants  to  their  native  country  according 
to  a  "deportation  treaty."  The  International  Herald 
Tribune  of  November  5,  1992,  wrote  that  a  DPA  official* 
complained  that  the  word  "deportation"  causes  sadness 
and  should  be  replaced  by  words  such  as  "retransfer"  or 
"readmlssion."  I  remember  that  50  years  ago  we  were 
told  that  we  were  going  to  be  "resettled  In  the  East," 
and  only  after  arrival  In  the  "resettlement  areas"  we 
found  out  that  these  were  In  fact  extermination  camps. 
Nobody  knows  what  the  destiny  of  those  deported  immi- 
grants, being  brought  back  to  their  old  country,  will 
be  --  whatever  name  Is  used  for  their  return!  [See  P.  6 
this  Issue  re  deportations  of  Gypsies  to  Romania. -Ed.] 

May  I  be  permitted  to  quote  one  of  the  most  influential 
German  composers  of  our  time,  U00  ZIMMERMAN.  In  a 
press  conference,  he  said,  "We  can  only  hope  that  the 
Germany  of  2000  will  learn  the  meaning  of  tolerance  and 
understanding."1 

I  find  myself  remembering  and  thinking  about  a  sequence 
of  ideas  and  pictures:  What  I  learned  in  my  youth  from 
TACITUS"  writings  about  German  militarism;  my  own 
experiences  with  Nazism  and  the  aftermath;  the  current 
daily  television  pictures  about  the  bloody  happenings 
1n  Yugoslavia  and  in  the  former  Soviet  Republics;  the 
pictures  on  our  television  screens  about  the  killing  of 
Kurds  after  the  Gulf  War;  the  senseless  killings  by 
Arabs  of  other  Arabs  and  of  Innocent  Jewish  civilians 
and  the  response  by  the  Israeli  Defense  Forces.  In  my 
thoughts  I  return  to  1945.  Then  we  were  told  that 
Nazism  and  its  heinous  policies  were  defeated  never  to 
return.  In  order  to  understand  present  neo-Nazi  and 
Nazi  disturbances  —  I  refrain  from  using  the  word 
"revival"  —  I  suggest  reading  very  carefully  an 
article  "Denazification  from  an  American's  Viewpoint, " 
written  1n  1949  by  JOSEPH  F.  NAPOLI.' 

[The  following  excerpt  is  reprinted  with  permission 
of  the  author.] 

"Denazification,  a  term  which  first  meant  the 
eradication  of  National  Socialism  from  Germany,  has 
gradually  degenerated  Into  meaning  the  whitewashing 
of  National  Social ists.. -We  who  are  working  to  carry 
out  Military  Government  policy  have  fought  what  now 
appears  to  be  a  losing  battle  for  a  thoroughgoing 
denazification  1n  both  public  and  private  employment 
In  Germany.. . 

It  1s  also  asserted  that  the  punishment  of  Nazism 
becomes  the  punishment  of  freedom  of  thought,  and 
that  the  courts  which  were  established  to  try  Nazis 
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are   noosed  exclusively  of  persons  selected  because 
of  t   r  political  viewpoint... 

We  wt   iave  been  active  1n  denazification  have 
realised  from  the  first  days  of  the  occupation  that 
we  were  swimming  against  the  tide.  We  have  been 
attacked  as  Communists,  as  Jewish  Rffcher'  and  as 
Impractical  Idealists.  The  attacks  on  us  have  come 
from  both  German  and  American  sources. 

Looking  back  over  the  four  years  of  the  occupation, 
1t  1s  safe  to  state  that  the  persons  who  have  most 
Insistently  and  skillfully  fought  denazification  are 
the  Identical  elements  that  have  been  dissatisfied 
with  decartel1zat1on,  demilitarization,  restitu- 
tions, and  reparations... 

Incidentally,  these  are  the  same  persons.. .who  see 
the  restitutions  program  of  Military  Government  as  a 
pernicious  measure  which  punishes  those  aggressive 
entrepreneurs  who  made  off  with  all  the  available 
transportation  and  art  1n  Norway,  Denmark,  France, 
Czechoslovakia,  Belgium  and  Italy.  They  are  the 
same  persons  whose  factories  produced  cannons  and 
weapons  of  terror,  but  who  would  today  tell  us  that 
1f  reparations  continue,  their  factories  will  not  be 
able  to  produce  milk  cans  and  toys  for  the  children 
of  Germany. 

We  Americans  came  into  Germany.  We  often  doubted 
the  reports  we  had  heard  of  Bel  sen,  Buchenwald, 
Oranienburg,  Sachsenhausen,  and  Dachau.  Atrocity 
stories  were  nothing  new  to  us.  We  had  all  seen 
pictures  and  heard  the  propaganda.  It  took  the 
evidence  of  bones  piled  on  bones  by  the  ton  to 
convince  us  of  the  truth.  Today  the  people  who 
would  In  their  turn  discredit  denazification  and  its 
allied  'negative'  measures  have  conveniently 
forgotten  the  nauseatlngly  sweet  smell  of  the  dead 
Jews,  Gypsies,  and  foreign  slave  laborers  in 
Germany.  They  have  not  written  learned  treatises  of 
repentance  or  contrition,  or  worked  out  plans  for 
preventing  the  philosophical  prostitution  that  was 
National  Socialism  from  recurring  1n  Germany  or 
Europe.  They  write  about  the  Ineptitude  of 
unskilled  administrators,  the  venality  of  the  new 
bureaucracy,  and  means  of  combating  subversive 
thought  and  behavior... 


REINFILTRATION  OF  NAZIS 

With  the  completion  of  denazification  even  as  a 
travesty,  the  problem  is  no  longer  the  purge  of 
Nazis  from  public  office  but  rather  the  prevention 
of  the  relnf lltration  of  these  Incriminated  persons 
into  the  public  administration.  The  bulk  of  the 
Incriminated  millions  have  gone  through  the  white- 
washing machinery  and  have  come  out  as  followers 
(Mitlaufer) .  In  his  urge  to  complete  denazifi- 
cation. General  LUCIUS  D.  CLAY  announced  certain 
crippling  amendments  to  the  law,  which  were  imple- 
mented in  April  1948.  These  amendments  permitted  a 
speedy  clerical  process.  But  the  amendments  were 
the  coup  de  grace  to  denazification.  Today,  any  Nazi 
who  holds  a  clearance  certificate,  as  millions  of 
them  do,  may  return  to  any  position  1n  public  or 
private  1  if e. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  closing  the  high  civil  service  positions 
to  former  Nazis  by  making  them  ineligible  to  rise 
above  a  fixed  civil  service  rank.  This  proposition 
has  no  possibility  of  being  enacted  Into  lew.  Too 
many  of  those  responsible  for  legislation  are 
themselves  affected.  Studies  of  many  public  offices 
show  that  the  percentage  of  Nazis  1n  all  grades  of 
the  civil  service  is  equal  to  that  in  the  years 
1935-45.  Here  and  there  a  voice  rises  to  protest 
the  return  of  the  Nazis  to  their  former  positions, 
but  for  the  most  part  they  are  thin,  querulous 
voices,  disregarded  by  the  policy  makers  and  leaders 
of  the  public  administration. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  democratic  and  ant1-Naz1 
fervor  which  accompanied  the  drive  of  our  occupation 
troops  Into  Germany  is  gone.  In  May  1945  the  word 
"Nazi"  was  an  anathema;  1n  1949  it  Is  no  longer  so: 
among  the  Germans  1t  Is  practically  an  accolade.  As 
righteous  ambassadors  of  democracy  we  were  prepared 
at  all  costs  to  extirpate  Nazism.  The  tragedy  1s 
that  we  hava  paid  the  cost  and  art  now  witnessing 
the  Nazi  revival.  It  couldn't  happen  here,  but  It  1s 
happening  NOWI"  [Text  Including  capitalization  and 
exclamation  mark  of  "NOW!"  are  in  original  text  by 
Napoli;  bold  print  Is  modification  by  Internet  -Ed.] 

Today,  in  1992,  I  wonder  whether  there  will  be  another 
Emile  Zola  to  write  a  new  J'accuse?' 


NOTES: 


Tha  REICH'*  POGROM  NIGHT,    tha  night  of  Novaabar  9  to  10,    1938,  which  I  dascrlbad  In  Inttmtt    Issue  34,  wi  praparad  by  tha  Nut    raglaa  long 
bafora  tha  actual    killing  and  robbing  of  Jaws  during  that  night. 

OPA  stands  for  Oautache  Prassa  Agantur,   translated,  Garsjan  Praia  Agancy. 

Tha  Prasa  Conference  and  Udo  Zlaaeraen'a  apaach  Mara  raportad  In  tha  artlela  "Germans  comfortable  with  past"  writ  tan  by  Halan  Kayo  In  tha 
Jerusalee  Post,    Nay   29,    1992. 

Tacitus,   a  Rowan  historian,    5S-120  CE ,    charactarlzad  tha  Germans  of  hit  time  In  tha  work  Germanle. 

"Denazification  frow  an  Aswjrlcan's  Viewpoint"  by  J.F.   Napolt,  printed  In  Tha  Annals  of  tha  American  Academy  of  Political    and  Social    Sclanca, 
Phlladalphla,   July   1949,  pp.    115-123. 


Josaph  F.    Nspotl   was  chlaf  of  tha  Denazification  Division  and  advisor  on 
Government. 


Richer,    trans 1st ad  avenger . 


Ifleatlon  -attar,  to  tha  dlr.ctor  of  tha  U.S.  Military 


Tha  "Drayfus  affair,"  which  cantarad  on  tha  falsa  laprlsonaant  for  traason  of  a  Jawlsh  French  aray  captain,   bacaaa  a  causa  calabra  In  Frmrc*  tar 
ovar  a  dacada,    1894-1906.      In  1898  Ealla  Zola  wrota  his  faaous  opan  1 attar,    "J'accusa,"  declaring  to  Franca  and  tha  whole  world  that 
antlaaaltlaa  was  at   tha  root  of  tha  whola  affair. 
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"Voice  of  An  Auschwitz  Survivor" 

A  SURVIVOR  FIGHTS  DENIALS 

Including  A  Media  Debate  with  ARTHUR  BUTZ  and  An  Account  of  This  Survivors  Work 

in  the  Auschwitz  Crematorium 
by  ULU  KOPECKY 


In  my  monograph,    In    the 
Shadow  of   the  Flames1,    I 
stated  in   the  preface   to 
Lecture  52   that   the  first 
comprehensive  study  dealing 
with  neo-Nazism  and  denials 
of  the  Holocaust  was 
published  to  my  knowledge 
in    1977  by  the    "Public 
Committee  of  Survivors  of 
Auschwitz  and  Other 
Extermination  Camps"  in 
Israel,    of  which   I  was 
Secretary  General   until 
1988.      I  wrote   there  of  my 
conviction   that  we,    the 
concentration  camp 
survivors,    have   the  moral 
obligation  and  sacred  duty 
to  warn   the  world  so  that 
the  tragedy  of  our  past  may 
not   be   forgotten  and 
repeated! 

In   this  article,    I  only  want 
to  prove   that   even  ONE 
person   —  alone  but  unafraid 
—  can  and  should  act   in 
order   to  be  heard. 

As   I  wrote  in   In   the  Shadow 
of  the  Flames    (pp.    58-59), 
one  of  the  very  vicious 
books   in   the   1970s,    The  Hoax 
of  the  Twentieth  Century  by 
ARTHUR  R.    BVTZ  attempts    to 
refute  proven   facts  of  the 
Holocaust  and,    indeed,    the 
Holocaust   itself.3      In 
trying  to  fill    the  gap  in 
historical   revisionism,    the 
author  reconstructs   the 
actual   evolution  of 
knowledge  in  the  U.S.   with 
regard  to  the  gas  chamber 
atrocities   ~  knowledge 
based,    in  his  opinion, 
solely  on   the  propaganda  of 


the  Nuremberg  Trial    in    1946, 
and  states    that   no  German 
documents   from  Auschwitz 
mention  a  gas  chamber.      He 
cites   a   document   from  the 
construction   firm  of  Topf 
and  Sons  in  Erfurt  which 
makes   reference   to  a 
Ferzasungskeller    (gassing 
cellar) .  However,    Butz, 
with  his   knowledge  of 
engineering,    tries   to 
explain   this   as   a  "gas 
generation  cellar"  for 
igniting  the  crematoria   used 
for  disposing  of  those  who 
had  died  in   the  camps   from 
presumably  natural   causes. 
To  the  great  delist  of 
German  neo-Nazis,    a   German 
translation  of  this  book  is 
on   the  market. 

On  April    30,    1981,    I  had   the 
singular  opportunity  of 
challenging  Butz   to  his   face 
on   the   "Freeman  Reports,"  a 
television  program  carried 
by  Cable  News  Network   (CNN) 
and  broadcast    to  hundreds  of 
thousands   of  viewers.      I 
conversed  by  phone  with  him 
from  the  studios  of  CNN  in 
Hollywood,    California.      I 
pointed  out    to  Butz   that  his 
skillfully  constructed  lies 
collapse  readily  in   the  face 
of  evidence  offered  by  the 
following  primary  sources: 

(a)  Testimonies  of  hundreds 
of  former  Auschwitz 
prisoners ,  especially 
Sonderkommando  survivors,  as 
well  as  SS  officers,  taken 
during  the  Auschwitz  Trial 
before  the  court  in 
Frankfurt  am  Main. 


(b)  Notable  memoirs  by  SS 
officers,  including  those  of 
the  Auschwitz  commandant 
RUDOLF  HOESS,  PERRY  BROAD  of 
the  SS  Political  Department, 
and  the  diary  of  Dr.  KREMER. 

(c)  Published  manuscripts  of 
Sonderkommando  prisoners* 
which  were  buried  and  found 
on  the  grounds  of  the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 
crematoria. 

(d)  About  two  hundred 
authentic  photographs  made 
by  the  SS  Erkennungsdienst 
(SS  photographers)  in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
recording  the  arrivals, 
selections,  and  marches 
towards  the  gas  chambers  of 
Jews  deported  in  1944  from 
Hungary. 

(e)  Three  photos  made  by  the 
Auschwitz  resistance  move- 
ment showing  Sonderkommando 
members  at  work. 

(f)  Reprints  of  the 
authentic  detailed  ground 
plans  of  the  four  crematoria 
with  eight  gas  chambers  in 
Birkenau.   These  plans  were 
smuggled  out  of  the  SS 
Construction  Office  in 
Auschwitz  and  sent  to  the 
Swiss  Consulate  in  Prague  in 
1944. 5   Their  authenticity 
is  verified  by  checks  with 
the  gas  chamber  ruins,  now 
part  of  the  Polish  Museum  in 
Oswiecim  (Auschwitz),  and 
against  American  aerial 
reconnaissance  photographs 
from  1944. « 

[Continued  on  Page  6] 
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A  SURVIVOR  FIGHTS  DENIALS 
[Cont'd  from  Page  5] 

I  had  scarcely  finished  this 
list  when  Butz  said,    "I 
don't  want   to  hear  any  more 
of  this."     Pointing  my 
finger  at  him,    I  said,    "Dr. 
Butz,   you  are  a   liar.      Sue 
me!"     He  only  answered,    "I'm 
hanging  up  now,"  and  broke 
off  our  conversation  without 
responding  to   the  challenge. 
I  feel   that  such  open  and 
direct  confrontation  is  for 
now  the  best  way  to  expose 
these  fabricators  of 


"facts." 

In   the  same  broadcast,    I 
stated  that   —  except   for 
the  Sonde rkommando   —  I  am, 
to  my  knowledge ,    the  only 
person   to  be  brought 
regularly   (in   1943  and  1944) 
into  the  old  Auschwitz 
crematorium.      My  presence  in 
the  crematorium  was  kept 
very  secret  and  I  was  always 
threatened  with  death  if  I 
would  tell   anybody  where  I 
have  been.      I  had   to  fill    — 
directly  from  the  ovens   — 


the  urns  for  German  inmates 
(non-Jews)    who  had  died  and 
whose  families  had  paid  for 
the  urns.      I  was  brought 
there  by  my  boss, 
Unterscharfuehrer  ALBRECHT, 
then  head  of  the  Auschwitz 
crematorium,    from  the 
Registrar's  Office  where 
I  worked  as  a   typist. 
Thus   I  had  direct  personal 
knowledge  of  the  gas 
chamber. 


I  HAVE  BEEN   THERE! 


NOTES: 

1.  Kopecky,    Lilli.    In  the  Shadow  of  the  Flames.    Six  Lectures  on   the  Holocaust.    Witness   to 
the  Holocaust   Project,    Emory  University,    Atlanta,    GA,    1982. 

2.  Ibid,   Lecture  5,    "Holocaust  Denials,   Neonazism,   Anti-Semitism,   Radicalism,   and 
Terrorism. " 


3.   Butz,   Arthur 


r     The  Hoax  of  the  Twentiety  Century.   Historical   Review  Press:   Richmond, 
England,    1975.      [Butz  has  a   Ph.D.   in  electrical   engineering  and  is  a   tenured  professor 
at  Northwestern  University  which  in   the  face  of  many  protests  over  the  years  has 
insisted  on   retaining  him  on   the  basis  of   "academic   freedom." 


4.    Sonderkommando    (translated  Special   Detachment).      Its  members  had   to  pull    the  corpses 
(after  being  gassed)    out  of  the  gas  chambers  and  bring  them  into  the  ovens  or,    in   1944, 
when   there  was  not   enough  space  in   the  ovens,    burn    the  corpses  on    the  stakes. 

5  Taken  from  the  office  by  Vera  Foltynova,  smuggled  by  the  underground  into  Prague  to  the 
non-Jewish  wife  of  Ota  Kraus  and  given  to  the  Swiss  Consulate  for  safekeeping.  Source: 
ERICH  KULKA. 

6.    Central    Intelligence  Agency,    The  Holocaust   Revisited;   A  Retrospective  Analysis  of  the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau  Extermination  Complex.      Prepared  by  Dino  Brugiom   and  Robert 
Poirier,    February   1979. 
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THE  WIDENING  CIRCLE  OF  GENOCIDE:  VOLUME  3  IN  THE  SERIES, 

GENOCIDE:  A  BIBLIOGRAPHIC  REVIEW  will  be  published  by 
Transaction  Publishers  of  Rutgers-The  State  University  of  New  Jersey. 

See  the  flyer  enclosed  with  this  issue  for  an  announcement  of  the 

book  and  an  order  form. 
We  are  pleased  to  advise  that  the  prepublication  discount  of  10% 
has  been  extended  to  June  30,  1994. 
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